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BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

LUNCH BUFFET
Mon-Fri; $6.95
Sat & Sun: $7.95

11:30AM-5:00PM

DINNER BUFFET

Mon-Fri: $8.95
Sat & Sun; $9.95

5:00PM-11:00PM
Hours: 11:30AM-11:00PM (Last order 10:30 p.m)

1713 CHURCH STREET, DECATUR, GA 30033
TEL: 404-296-9999

Qur Specialities

which you will find only in
MIRCH MASALA
HARABHARA KEBAB (VEG.)
CHICKEN LOLLIPOP

CHILI PANNER (VEG.)
PANEER AMRITSARI (VEG.)
CHILLI MOGOI{VEG.)
MARU BHAJIAI(VEG.)
DABA GOSHI!

RARA CHICKEN

RUMALL ROTI
LACHHAIPARATHA

AND MANY MORE
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The Durga Puja, festival of mirth and bounty, has always been celebrated by Pujari with due fervor. This
is the time of the year, when we await with joyous trepidation Ma Durga's return to her parental home
and she brings with her the aura of festivity and celebration. The social aspect of the Puja is no less im-
portant, as it brings together people in a unique convergence of unified fraternity and festivity. The divine
spirit of Ma Durga transports one’s soul into an ecstasy of delight. One is struck with awe and wonder
when one delves deeper into Puja consciousness because Durga Puja has become more than a reli-
gious festival.

To celebrate Ma Durga’s homecoming, Pujari welcomes you all to Durgotsav 2004. It is an occasion for
the devotees to seek the blessings of Goddess Durga, a symbol of joyfulness, peace and benevolence.
Durga Puja, by Pujari, over last two decades, has outgrown its religious and geographic connotations to
a large extent as people from Georgia and neighboring states celebrate it with us. This has become a
reality only because of the commitment, love, support and appreciation we continued to receive from
you and our esteemed patrons. Our sincere hope is to continue to receive your unshakable commitment
as we strive to remain conscious of our centuries-old tradition and practices- a legacy and awareness
that will persist long after the present generation.

Pujari, being a promoter of Bengali culture, tradition, literature, music and heritage in the United States
Of America, has always regarded and integrated other value systems in it's advancement, and this
year’s Puja Magazine, “Anjali”, has a true reflection of some of our core values - Respect, Integrity, com-
mitment, excellence and a true spirit of camaraderie. We sincerely do hope you will find the contents
heartwarming and enjoyable. From all of us at Pujari, we wish you a very happy Durga Puja. For more
information about us and our activities, please visit our website at www.puijari.org.

Pujari remembers Dr. Jayanti Lahiri in thoughts, actions and deed.....a life, which made a difference to thou-
sands, is no more among us today. She left for her heavenly abode on April 26, 2004. We treasure her dedi-
cation to Pujari, her commitment to the community and her values and appreciation for others. We pray to
God to give peace and rest to her departed noble soul.” )
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K.B.ZAVEREE

Diamond, 22k Gold & Gemstone Jewelry
Suite #300 B, 5775 Jimmy Carter Blvd Norcross (Atlanta) GA
Fax: (770) 368-9950 website: www.kbzaveree.com

email: kbzaveree @bellsouth.net. Call for Directions

Tel: (770) 368-9990

The most trusted name in Southeast US
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' Board of Directors and Executive Committee of Pujari
i appreciate your help, support and encouragement.
Durga Puja would not have been possible without help from the following people.
Pujari always encourages your active involvement in all our activities.
We appreciate your participation.

a' Puja Purohits: Amitesh Mukherjee, Bhasker Banerjee, Nipendra Bose

. Puja Preparation: Shyamali Das, Bulbul Banik, Moly De, Modhumita Mukhopadhyay,
: Haimanti Mukhopadhyay, Sharmila Roy

;e Invitation: Haimanti Mukhopadhyay, Subojhit Roy, Anindya De, Sanjukta Halder,
EParomita Ghosh, Swagata Bose, Sutopa Das

. Stage Decoration: Sanjukta Halder, Paromita Ghosh, Swagata Bose, Sutopa Das
:e Ad Collection: Samaresh Mukhopadhyay, Sudipto Ghosh, Satya Mukhopadhyay, Kanti
i Das, Debajyoti Roy, Neel Majumdar, Gouranga Banik, Sushanta Saha, Kallol Nandi,

; Shubhojit Roy, Anindya De, Prosenjit Dutta, Sanjib Datta, Amitesh Mukherjee

e Food Transportation/ Distributions: Sudipto Ghosh, Satya Mukhopadhyay, Kanti Das,
§Sushanta Saha, Prosenjit Datta, Sharmila Roy, Rima Saha, Supriya Saha, Mukta Saha,
; Joyanta Mohalnabis, Dola Roy

- Sweets Preparation: Bulbul Banik, Moly De, Mukta Saha, Modhumita Mukhopadhyay,
: Sutapa Das, Jaba Chowdhury, Nita Bose, Mamata Paul, Rekha Mitra, Mahasweta Bhowmik,
: Urmila Mitra, Chaitali Basu, Bula Gupta, Shanta Gupta, Soma Chowdhury, Indrani Ghose,
iRima Saha, Ruma Das, Bulu Das, Sushmita Mahalonabis

WE

:  Facility Management: Sushanta Saha, Gaurango Banik
te Web Hosting: Samaresh Mukhopadhyay

. Cultural Program and Drama: Debjyoti Roy, Bonhi Nandi, Rakhi Banerjee, Tania
i Majumdar. Adrita Khanna, Debosree Dutta, Rupa Bhaumik, Milly Poddar and many others

ie Sound and Lighting: Kallol Nandi, Swapan Chowdhury, Subhojit Roy, PK Das, Amitava
i Sen, Bob Ghosh, Kanti Das

. Stage Management: Debjyoti Roy, Tania Majumdar, Bonhi Nandi, Neel Majumdar,
ERahuI Das, Sudip Das, Swagata Bose, Pabitra Bhattacharyay, Jaba Ghosh, Subroto Roy

. Magazine: Sutapa Datta, Amitabha Datta, Neel Majumdar, Prosenjit Dutta, Anindya De,
: Paromita Ghosh, Samaresh Mukhopadyay

- Public Relations: Pranab Lahiri, P.K. Das, Samaresh Mukhopadhyay, Gouranga Banik,
ESudipto Ghosh, Kallol Nandi, Subhojit Roy, Soumen Ghosh, Anindya De

i- Donation Collection: Pranob Lahiri, Sudhamoy Bhattacharyay
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Seasons greetings from:

PATEL BROTHERS

Phone: 404-296-2696

Indo-Pak Grocery

The lowest priced grocery items at South East

f Aniali www.pujari.org
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‘Barir Pujo’ - Bishnupur
Aradhana Bhattacharya, Atlanta

The second term exams had just ended. It was easy to forget the outcome of a disastrous Math paper in the simple
fact that tomorrow was ‘Sashti’. No more school and no more exams... At least for a while! On the way back in the
school bus most of us were lost in thoughts...trying to chalk out a timetable for the four days of ‘Pujas’. Much to my
surprise, just as | returned home, Ma sprang a big surprise! “Pack your bags, we are going to Bishnupur tomorrow.”
Trying to figure out what caused this sudden change of plans | started to draw a mental picture of all that | would be
missing out with my friends here in Kolkata. Ma’s words were /aw so any further protests would have been futile
thereafter!

Bishnupur is my maternal grandfather's country home. Around hundred kms away from the claustrophobia of
Kolkata, this sleepy suburban township cradles a flamboyant historical past. Famous for its silken tradition in
‘Baluchori’ saris, rare ‘ganijifas’, delicate carving on conch-shells and bell metal artifacts, it is also a hotspot for
‘Heritage Tourism’. This ancient capital of the ‘Malla’ Rajas is a repository of exquisite terracotta temples that has
withstood the vagaries of both nature and time.

Our luxury bus got rolling as early as six in the morning from a busy terminal in Esplanade. After sulking little, |
could not help enjoying the four-hour journey! Someone had so correctly pointed out — “minds, like parachutes,
work best when open”. After passing through the routine smoke, congestion and traffic jam of Howrah, the
landscape gradually started changing. From the din of a concrete jungle to a plethora of greenery and fresh air. The
occasional trucks, private cars, cycle rickshaws, and bicycles had replaced the double-deckers, trams, minibuses
and hand pulled ‘thelas’. From the outskirts of Hoogly to Jairambati where we stopped briefly to offer ‘puja’, our
journey continued through Arambagh and the jungles of Jaipure. Dotted with a thick concentration of Sal and
Mahua trees, these jungles were at times visited by the wild elephants from the Daima hills in search greener
pastures, or so | had often heard from my grandfather.

Conveniently located at the heart of Decatur at:

1711 Church Street
Decatur, GA-30033

The florescent blue sky with
mast, the white crowns of ‘Kash
gentle breeze and the
land matching the vermilion of a
clearly that we had reached our
A cycle rickshaw from
the narrow lanes, shaking my
navigating the hillock like speed
the middle of the very bald
‘Malleshwar’. As Ma haggled
made a quick survey of the
a contrast to the sleepy lanes of
variety of people and bursting

wispy white clouds sailing in full
'swaying to the tune of the
undulated vivid crimson of the
newly wed bride pointed out
destination - Bishnupur.

‘Pokabandh’ peddled through
every bone to the core, while
breakers and finally stopped in
ground of ‘Bhattacharjeepara’ in
over the rickshaw fare, my eyes
entire vicinity. The place - quite
our ride, was burgeoning with a
into a kaleidoscope of activities.

Fujari Annual Durga Fuja 2004

Giant wheels, merry-go-rounds K ) . / e and swings were  setup
everywhere; a number of makeshift stalls selling colored bangles, sweets and other country curio mushroomed
here and there. A village fair was in the making...

In front of me, on the right stood the ‘Durga-dalan’of our familial home; surrounded by heavily carved pillars, as if
lending their shoulders to support the heavy weight of decades. My littie heart filled up with joy at the sight of
familiar faces. Dadu and Dida came rushing down the walkway to greet us along with the other family members,
most of whom had gathered around the Puja- platform. Some to watch and some to supervise the decoration of the
enormous ‘ekchala protima’ dazzling in the ancestral jewelry. Harida, who bore an uncanny resemblance to ‘Jai

baba Felunath’s’ Sashi babu, was rendering finishing touches to the ido! “The ashur has always been green” Dadu
explained.

After the initial greetings, we were ushered into the main house. Our room was on the second floor .The wooden
ceiling high shuttered window opened to the pleasant view of ‘Kajladighi’. A few pieces of furniture - the heavily
embroidered four-poster and a solid dark mirrored almirah, all in Mehogany, lent an antique look to the room.

After taking a quick shower Dadu took me on a tour of the house. There were around twenty-five rooms spread
over two floors. The kitchen, a spacious dining area that could easily accommodate a large portion of the invitees
during the festivals, the family puja-room, an adjoining office area where one of our great grandfathers once

Fujari Arnnual Durga Fuja 2004 3
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practiced law - all were mostly on the first floor and the bedrooms lined the second. The most attractive of all these
rooms was the ‘Hall —ghar’, a sizable room surrounded by mirrors on all sides, a crystal chandelier hanging
timelessly at the center. To my utter amazement, on one of the walls hung a series of ancestral photographs; all in
black and white adding to their sedate look and complimented by a family tree that seemed quite elaborate.

The ceremonies for ‘Sashti’ began with ‘Bodhon’ - the official unveiling of the idols; amidst the loud rhythmic strokes
of ‘dhak’ and ‘kanshorghanta’, pumping our adrenalin with each beat. The rest of the evening passed mainly in
getting to know our relatives. | was meeting some of them for the very first time, owing to Baba’s transferable job.
After the activities of a busy day, | lost myself in deep slumber unmindfully lending my ears to the clatter of the
longstanding ceiling fan.

‘Saptami’ morning witnessed an increased hustle-bustle in the household. Quite a few of our fieldworkers had
arrived to help out with the increased workload of Puja preparations. One of the most exciting events of the day to
me was the bathing ceremony of ‘Kala Bou'. Along with all the youngsters of the family, | accompanied
‘Purutmoshai’ and some of the elders in a grand procession to the sandy banks of ‘Barui’ river, where the ritual was
observed with ‘dhak’,'dhol’, and ‘shanai’ playing in the background. Later ‘Kala Bou’ was draped in a yellow sari and
the triumphal procession escorted her back .The rest of the day passed in celebrations .The entire family sat in
rows on the floor of the dining room, where we were served ‘Bhog’ by the elders. All around there was a pervasive
togetherness, quite tangible and contagious. Never before had | received the opportunity to cut fruits for ‘prasad’,
prepare the lamps for ‘aarti’ or blow the conch shell at our local Puja in Kolkata, as | did here.

Right after ‘sandhyaarti’, | joined the others to have fun at the village ‘mela’ that was in full swing right outside the
house. A few quick rides on the giant-wheel, a handful of gunshots at the balloon-booth and some whimsical
shopping of earthen toys, made me realize that though away from the glitz and glitter of the big city, | was not
missing it that much!

‘MahaAshtami’ was the culminating
of our relatives from the neighborhood
villagers were invited for lunch. it was
Interestingly, owing to the heavy
land, the offering was a ‘chalkumro’
my relief). After an extensive luncheon,
together in the ‘Hall-Ghar’ to indulge in
awake at ‘Shandhipuja’ during midnight.
the evening failed to dampen our
new outfits, | joined the rest of the
goddess at ‘Sandhipuja’. As the saying
‘Chamunda’ to kill ‘Mahishashur’ at this
eight lamps were lit and the ‘aarti’ was
the fan-fare.

‘Navami’ morning had a slight nip in the air. Just after ‘anjali’; along with two
of Ma's aunts who lived away from - : Kolkata, we decided to take a tour
of a few temples of the vicinity. Jorbangla, Madanmohan and Shyam Rai being some of the most eminent temples
of the region, bore evidence of exquisite craftsmanship and imagination. The richly decorated walls of these shrines
depicted different aspects of Krishna's life. These lifelike portrayals underlined the fact that terracotta work had
reached its zenith during the seventh and eighteenth centuries. The other piece of attraction that was quite
absorbing included the Dal-Madal canon. The local legend goes — Madan Mohan had himself stepped out of his
temple and fired this canon to save the land from its enemies.

point of the four-day festivities. Most
along with a large population of the
also the day of the sacrifice.
influence of ‘Vaishnav’ cuiture of the
rather that any living being (much to
most of the youngsters hurdled
a quick nap, as we had to keep
The few untimely showers late in
spirits. Dressed in one of my many
family to pay homage to the
goes, ‘Parvati’ took on the role of
auspicious hour. One hundred and
done amongst much grandeur, and

‘Navami’ was of special significance to the household .In addition to the ‘Maha aarti’ and the grand luncheon, a
musical extravaganza was to take place late at night, in the ‘Durga- dalan’ of the mansion. This program being a
special attraction of the Puja days, showcased vocal performances by some of the eminent Dhrupad singers of the
region. Late Sri Ramshankar Bhattacharya, one of the great-great grandfathers in the family, was among the
forefathers of ‘Bishnupur gharana’ of music. Jadubhatta, Gyan Goshai all prodigies of the gharana, had taken this
genre to colossal heights.

The ‘dhrupad’ performances continued through the wee hours of the morning. The solemn mix of somber renditions
at the feet of the mother goddess along with the pervading silence of the night left a packed audience totally
mesmerized.
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The four days of ‘Pujas’ had passed; however, all the fun was yet to be over. After the initial ‘Baron’ and ‘Sindoor
Khela’, on the day of ‘Dashami’, the tableau was immersed with a heavy heart in the family pond. Later in the
evening an interesting ceremony took place in the ‘Mela grounds’. Scores of village folks dressed in intimidating
devil costumes (known as ‘Ravankatas’) were all over the place. Some dancing, some crawling and one of them
ca.rrying a gargantuan sword with which he effortlessly chopped off the head of the gigantic ‘Ravana’ effigy built of
twigs and straw. What followed was a cacophony of drumbeats, whistles, squeals and firework. Later, the

‘Ravankatas’ were generously rewarded by the people of the neighborhood. | must say this whole experience was
quite nerve-racking!

The_ five days of ‘Pujas’ had flown away within a wink of an eye. Ma related - ‘In my childhood days the entire
family spent months in rehearsals, preparing for the family drama that was staged in the same ‘Durga- dalan’ on the

day of ‘Ekadoshi’. Unfortunately this tradition slowed down and got completely run over by the fast pace of our
hectic schedules”

As | touched the feet of my elders, my little mind was lost recollecting the myriad memories of the last few days.
Baba's tour at short notice had brought me closer to my roots. The entire experience seemed so surreal — too good
to be true.

A brightly colored cycle rickshaw had pulled up at the main gate. It was time to take leave. | ran down the muddy
pathway at the back of the house to bid my last farewell to the dilapidated family palanquin; that rested in one of the
mossy corners of the pond, for god knows how many years now! Like many of the old pieces and traditions, it was
quite forgotten. Ma called for me. Our tourist bus was to leave in another twenty minutes. As | settled down at the
window-seat teary eyed, it felt as if | was leaving a part of me behind. On my way back reminiscing; | tried to carry
the vestige of these past few fulfilled days in the chiaroscuros of my little red diary, with a firm promise of returning
back the following year.
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ADDING SOUTH INDIAN To OUR FAMOUS NORTH INDIAN CUISINE

Indian Grill

: ake 12:00-3:00 pm
= Dinner +Sun-Thirs: 5:30-9:30 pm
 Dinner #Fri-Sak 5:30-11:00 pm i
| 3070 Windward F’Iaza Mpharetta GA 30005

678-242-0155 » www.AndysIndianGrill.com
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A Trusted Name in Jewelry for Over 25 Years
CHICAGO -+ ATLANTA - NEW YORK

ATLANTA SHOWROOM:
1594 Woodcliff Drive, Suite B
Atlanta, GA 30329
Ph: (404) 320-0112
Oldest Jeweler in USA
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24 K1 Gold Shiver
( Bars 2 Omaments,
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Presenting a large Callectzon of 22kt. Gold jewelry
in artistic Indian Designs, brought to you exclusively
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A Ghazal to My Father

Amitava Sen, Atlanta

Not through command, nor decree, a lifelong lesson you taught me

Through action, interaction, the pattern of an exemplary life that’s you, not me,
The innate worth of each human being, the meaning of friendship and trust,
To find common ground with a prince or a pauper, someone who is not me,
To reason with scientific rigor, yet understand with a poet's sensitivity,

To know what is authentic, what is hypothetical and abstract; you taught me
The infinite shades of grey between the black and the white that cloud the sky,
The infinite shades of green in the woods and forests in spring; you taught me
The infinite shades of meaning behind each spoken word, each glance of the eye,
The infinite patterns of joy and sorrow in the musician’s notes; you taught me
The universal melody in a painter’s canvas, a sculptor’s form, a poet’s lines,

A friend’s laughter, a helpful hand, and a thoughtful word — this life is all about you, not me.

9/16/04

With my father and two sisters

Note: Yesterday, 15th of September, was the first anniversary of my father's
death. Some Atlantans have met him when he came to visit us in 1987. He
retired as Deputy Director General for the North - Eastern Region, Geological

Survey of India, in the mid-seventies. Apart from his various accomplishments

as a geologist, his tales of adventure as a young trekker in remote areas of
Northeast and South India, his ability to speak, read and write six Indian
languages fluently, he cherished the arts and meeting people. He was an
avid photographer and was involved in acting and directing plays. He
founded a school, Rabindra Niketan, which taught Bengali language and
culture in Hyderabad, and organized the All-India Bengali Literary Conference
in the sixties. He counted among his friends numerous playwrights, actors,
poets, musicians, painters, sculptors, and people like the Nizam and prince of
Hyderabad, as well as his office’s drivers and the peons who brought him his
morning cup of tea — some of them acted in his Bengali plays as well, of
course without spoken parts as they were non-Bengalis, but to great effect: |
particularly remember our driver Yousuf as the giant Ravana amidst child
actors in “Lakshman-er shakti shail”.
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Super Bombay Bazar

Indo/Pak-Bangla Super Market
@ Center Point Shopping Plaza

Open 7 Days A Week
Monday - Thursday 10:30am to 9:00pm, Friday - Sunday 10:30am to 9:30pm.

A 28,000 Sq. Ft. Space Packed With Large
Varieties of Groceries, Fresh & Frozen Vegetables.

***The Best Prices In Town***

FACILITIES: Western Union Money Transfer, Check Cashing, & Money Order

Convenient Location with Ample Parking @

2201 Lawrenceville Hwy Decatur, GA 30033.
Tel: - 404-248-6400, Fax: - 404-634-9933

Email: atlantabombaybazar@yahoo.com

WE SERVFEF HAI

Jai Mata Di
Natural ¢ Identity Huge Navratri and
of New York Deepavali Sales
BEAUTY ARCHITECTS Going Ont!

Hair . Skin & Nails

We are dedicated to excellence in service
and professional products to best serve you

Exclusive Sarees and Churidars.

Our Most Valuable Client Rita Desai ' { Tel/Fax: (404) 296-1003
We Offer you the latest in technology and ;
science to deliver the best professional hair, Komkom Sari Center

Japanese Saris * Silk Suits = Indian Silk Saris
- Satwar Kamesz * Duppatta « Wedding Dress
Sararas & Lachas « Children Wear - Indian Folklore ltams & More.

skin, body care & bridal updo,
make-up, henna tatoos and

Hours:

threading. Tue thru Sun 11 am to 7:30 pm 1707 Church St., Suite C-6
Monday - Ciosed Decatur, GA 30033
1707 Church Street, Ste#C-3,
Decatur, GA-30033
404-292-6230 © 404-292-6231
§ — 8
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1707 Church St. Suite G-7
Decatur,(Atlanta), GA 30033

(404) 294-1646

All at Asia Jewelers’s are wishing
Happy Navratri, Happy Diwali
and prosperous New Year !

BRAHMA KUMARIS - LEARN TO MEDITATE - PH. 770-939-1480.

UHERIANS

INTERNATIONAL GROCERY

Guaranteed Low Prices 751 Dekalb Industrial Way Decatur, Georgia 30033
On Brand Named Hems Tel: {(404) 299-0842 Fax: (404) 299-8789

Seasonal Indiamn
T WVegetables—————  FreshVegetables - Fresh Snacks - Fresh Sweets

Fresh Guava, Tindora, Guvar, Bitter

lh:lil:m, Dudhi, 'Egg Plant,’Turla, T:aal Chili, App"ances.l'uggage

ong Chili, Pathra L Val P di

Snake Guz,:rd, okrz!l:3 a:zf-’ry al.:;;fes?P:a:; Gmceﬂes me A“ ovel'ﬂle woﬂd!

Leaves, Parval, Punjabi Tinda, Fresh

Tuver, Long Beans, Edo, Suran, White M

- = Mon-Sat I lam -
Turmeric, Gongura Leaves, Pickle Mango, Hﬂurs. Sunday 12 m-gpm
Green Papayas, Water Coconuts, Mula, = L

Dry Coconut, Dosakai, Gunda, Yeilow
Turmeric’ Mlﬂt, Methi Leaves’ and Many SOllth Illdlarl Cafe I"bia Si“( HOHSQ

More Indian Speciaities! 404-297-8882 404-297-9898
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"ﬁEXAS S ARI S APN‘]T__"I Foreward by Amit Chaudhuri

1584 Woodclitl Dr. # E - Atlanta, GA 30329 Much of what's in this book, and much else that's not in it, is familiar to me from stories my mother has told me from
(404) 633-7274 - (404) 633-SARI my childhood to the present day: stories about her life, and all those who played a part in that life, including myself.
AR "fE.SrT {4043 327-6383 (Electronics) She didn't sit down to tell me these stories; telling us about her life was never her intention; but some incident or
,ﬂ{tﬁ, [-n/El o, e faiy) e, iagedy sdlpaficn fn =pans=q remark made at the time would spark off a connection or a memory, and she would recount it to my father. My
= SA JO= e Phhaniene a1 Conton & Suka. Sard Suve. Letsngs father, who, as a boy, was her older brother's best friend, and has known my mother since she was eight years old,
I ;A‘_N'C‘ ‘@& Lully. JSOV Applances Tva, VORGSR, Microvwaves. would have been present on many of these remembered occasions, or known the locations and the people in the
jaiP-?]:' ; ,-[‘Lﬁ‘ﬂqf ‘~"L':;:;:g:%Pr;vl::::"'c::..l:hm.ﬁ:;g&,':;n;«mtv»}:‘;;":v stories first-hand: that, | suppose, made it easy for her to suddenly embark, in the midst of other things, upon these
¢ 1‘}“‘ N shorthand, off-hand, improvisatory retellings of the past. Now, when | think of it, | find it quite extraordinary that |
S\TO(R*E 1) Wrrlil) SALES & RENTAL could have parents who have known each other since childhood, and that they both come from a place that |
. . : we tleo haven't seen even today, Sylhet. Among two lifelong acquaintances, | was the third lifelong acquaintance;and the
A huge selection of Al - NI'sC immediacy of my mother's retellings gave me the illusion that | was their contemporary, that | too had been there

DVYD’s « AUDIO's & CD's . z;:“""“:ﬁ" M when they were in Sylhet or Shillong or London, that | was young when they were young.

My own childhood, thus, was a half-imaginary time; because Sylhet, a place I'd never seen, was so real to me. So
was the London of the fifties, the London in which my father was a student and in which my parents were married.
Come and See our New Arrivals of Latest Teenager Out Fits All this caused a peculiar impression in me, so that, when, as a child, | first read about ancient Rome in my
R : f e encyclopaedia, | went and said to my mother, "You must have seen the Romans when you were in London". In
L__ FEX ‘:' s :'“."‘:::::: ‘m “'i::':::' :l::f.: :;:::::.’ _%“ other words, | grew up with no sense of the pastness of the past; my mother's retellings had such an air of reality
e eatee T ) i that the past was to me always as palpable as the present. | think this sense of reality and vividness is also to be

found in the book you hold in your hand.

We Now Put Your Videos to BUD ar Affordablfe Prices

Life has given my mother a great deal, but not, | think the wide recognition that a woman of her great gifts in music
and of her moral courage and intelligence deserves, and which, | believe, might have been hers if she'd spent the
first quarter of her life in more fortunate circumstances. But hers is not a story of neglect, but of a flowering: not just
of a woman, but of a human being, and of other human beings around her. This book, for me, is not only about the
life of a woman, but is an extraordinary record of human interrelationships over time, often in places that are now
VEGETARIAM INDIAM RESTALIRANT obscure and forgotten. But the personality at work in this book refuses to recognise the usual distinctions we make
between what is important and unimportant, what is peripheral and significant.

We serve South indian, North indian, Gujarali Dishes

& all kinds of Chaat Dishes At audhur
Biography

Born in Calcutta, India, in 1962, Amit Chaudhuri was brought up in Bombay. He graduated

from University College, London, and was a research student at Balliol College, Oxford. He

was later Creative Arts Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford, and received the Harper Wood

\ Studentship for English Literature and Poetry from St John's College, Cambridge. He has

| contributed fiction, poetry and reviews to numerous publications including The Guardian, the

Ban ol T, P London Review of Books, the Times Literary Supplement, the New Yorker and Granta

Sidatside '“:;‘_“1"’3_ .__):I_BJ 2N 12 X0 pm f magazine. His first book, A Strange and Sublime Address (1991), a novella and a humber of short stories, won

Rlonddy Clased _ . the Betty Trask Prize, the Commonwealth Writers Prize (Eurasia Region, Best First Book) and was shortlisted

1504-F Woedrd:t Dr, dHarla. G& 30329 | for' the Guardian Fiction Prize. His second novel, Afternoon Raag (1993), won both the Southern Arts Literature

Warts Deusd Hillw & Briseri Rt Prlzg and the Encore Award (for best second novel of the year). The novel adopts the metaphor of Indian classical

| music, the raag, to evoke the complex emotions displayed by the narrator, a young Indian student at Oxford. It was

Tel: $04-533-5585 follpyved by Freedom Song (1998), set in Calcutta during the winter of 1992-3 against a backdrop of growing

- political tension between Hindus and Muslims. The US edition of Freedom Song won the Los Angeles Times Book

Prize (Fiction) in 2000. A New World (2000) is the story of Jayojit Chatterjee, a divorced writer living in America,

and the visit he makes with his son Vikram to his elderly parents' home in Calcutta. His latest book, Real Time

(2002), includes a number of short stories set in Bombay and Calcutta, some of which have been published in the

London Review of Books, the Times Literary Supplement and the New Yorker, as well as 'E-minor', a memoir
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written in verse. D. H. Lawrence and "Difference": The Poetry of the Present, a study, written with Tom Paulin,
exploring Lawrence's positon as a ‘“foreigner” in the English canon, is forthcoming in 2003.
Amit Chaudhuri lives in Calcutta with his wife and daughter. He is editor of The Picador Book of Modern Indian

Literature, published in 2001.

www.pujari.org
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2000 Los Angeles Times Book Prize (Fiction) Freedom Song: Three Novels (US edition)

2003 Sahitya Akademi Award A New World
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Happy Durga Puja, Laxmi Puja and Deepavali, 2004

Best Rates Best Service

Festive Greetings
FROM

HOMESTART FINANCIALS & MORTGAGE

Specialized in

Residential (Purchase and Re-Fi) Conventional, Commercial SBA,
Traditional, Investment, Construction and Jumbo Loans Hard Money & Bridge
Loans and many more....

Our success is based on finding the best fitting financing for your family/business needs.

For Consultation and Quick Pre-Approval, Please Contact ...

GOURANGA (GC) BANIK
Tel: 678-766-8000 Fax: 678-766-8001

E-mail: gbanik@bellsouth.net
1229 Johnson Ferry Road, Ste 203, Marietta, GA 30068
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Fashions and Malls of Kolkata

Swagata Bose, Atlanta

Fashion is an aspect of a culture that keeps changing with the evolution of tastes, needs, comfort as well as the
influence of other cultures. Fashion in Bengal too, has evolved in its own pace.

Bengali fashion has traditionally hovered around dhotis for men and sarees for women. In yesteryears, gentlemen
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belonging to the upper strata of the society used to wear an additional unstitched piece of cloth called Uttorio,

while women used a piece of cloth called Orna for veiling their head. The dhoti in those days was much smaller in
length and breadth and it never reached below the knee though the way of arranging it remains the same. The style
of wearing the saree was more or less the same as it is today.

Other cultures have also influenced the dress code in Bengal. In Bengali society, the practice of wearing shoes
was in a way absent. They used to wear wooden sandals called Kharam. The Turkish influence introduced the
concept of shoes. Middle class people used red leather shoes embroidered with small flowers while the rich got
them embroidered with gold, silver and silk flowers. Another influence of the Afghans and the Mughals was the
introduction of wearing colorful sarees and the practice of putting the anchal of the saree over the shoulder to
enhance the beauty of the saree. '

Despite much influence of the Pathans and the Mughals and later on the English, Bengalis retained their own dress
code. Till the mid 19™ century, though some men started wearing coats and trousers emulating the British, the
community at large ignored the English dress code. In Shibnath Sashtri's writings there is detailed description of
a special creed of people known as the Babus who began to assert their culture in the community. These people
had long cascading hair till the shoulders, wore a fine dhoti with black border, a muslin vest and hung a piece of
braided white cloth around their necks. Bengali women wore the famous Dhakai and Benarasi sarees that were
wrapped around their bodies with two twists, with one end of the saree left hanging over the shoulder. As wearing
undergarments was not prevalent then, the fine silk emphasized the contours of their body, which was why no one
other than their husbands were allowed in the inner quarters.

The Tagore family played a very important role in the evolution of the saree. After Satyendra Nath Tagore

returned to Bengal from abroad, he had to leave for Bombay for his posting in civil service. He wished to take his

wife Gyanadanandini with him, who would be stepping out of her inner quarters for the first time and needed

something that she could wear outside as well. The solution to this problem came from a French tailor. He

prepared an oriental dress for her. Later in Bombay, Gyanadanandini searched the market for a perfect dress that

would be fashionable as well as fit to be worn in the society. She appreciated the style the Parsi

women adapted while wearing the saree. She emulated them and also mastered the use of petticoat,

b the chemise and the blouse. Thus, she became the founder of the contemporary Bengali fashion for
the ladies.

Bengali women made more improvisations such as pleating and broaching the anchal and started
trends like the concept of color matching and wearing separate colors for different seasons. Spring
was the time for them to wear sky blue sarees with black border. During Durga puja, they wore
sarees of different hues accompanied by floral ornaments and used cosmetics made
from sandal and flowers. During Holi they wore a white muslin saree so that the colors
on the saree acquired prominence.

In men's fashion too, the Tagore household became a trendsetter. There is an
interesting anecdote regarding this. Maharshi Debendranath Tagore was invited at a
function at the Shovabazar Rajbari. All the rich and the famous of Calcutta were invited
to the party. But at that time Maharshi was running through a financial crunch as he had to pay off his
father's debts. This news had spread through the city like wildfire and every one was curious to know
the way Maharshi would dress himself. This rumor reached the Thakurbari too and when Maharshi
came to know about it he promptly ordered a pair of muslin shoes studded with pearls. What
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happened next was inevitable. Everyone in the party was waiting anxiously for the Maharshi. When Maharshi finally
entered the banquet, people were enthralled to see him. There was nothing gaudy about his dress. He was wearing
a milk white turban and a gown but his glittering shoes attracted the attention of all. At the sight of this, the Raja of
the Shovabazar Rajbari, who was also a good friend of Maharshi, called everyone and said that one should learn
aristocracy from Maharshi - what everyone wore round their neck, he nonchalantly kept to his feet.

The trend of wearing the dhoti was challenged after independence. Bengalis found that while going about their daily

work, the dhoti was cumbersome and unsuitable. Thus they resorted to the more practical coat, trousers and shirt.

Later, as women too started going out more and more, the saree was replaced with the more hassle-free though

elegant and feminine salwar kameez. Now, with increased influence from all around the globe, western outfits are
very popular. Indo-western outfits that are a blend of comfort and style are also the rage.

But, the saree and the dhoti are not done with. Bengalis have a special respect for these garments
and adorn them on occasions and ceremonies to relive the golden era of yesteryears. Today, thanks
to the endeavor of a bunch of Kolkata based designers and popular movies like Devdas, Bengali
fashion is hugely popular. Some of the designers who have helped Kolkata fashion go global are
Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Sarbari Dutta and Kiron Uttam Ghosh. With unusual prints and exclusive
surface ornamentation, they have given ethnic ensembles like the dhoti-kurta and saree a stylish
makeover. Traditional materials like kotas, georgettes, crepes, silks and cottons have been given a
contemporary touch with exquisite kantha, zardosi, shibori, batik, appliqué work and block prints with
vegetable dyes.

With many of these designers representing Kolkata at national and international fashion events, the
city is being touted as the new mecca of haute couture. Gone are the days when Kolkata did not even
warrant a glance from the fashion frat. Today, the city is experiencing a new high with its numerous
shopping malls. The malls now are nearly as good as those in small towns of America. Many more
are due to come soon. They promise to match Macy’s of New York. The whole of the Bypass, they
threaten, will become a shopper’s paradise.

Some of Asia's earliest planned shopping centers and departmental stores were
built in Kolkata. However, none survive except the New Market. In its heydays,
this market was the standard setter amongst Kolkata's elite. However, a section
of it was destroyed in a fire and a new annex was added in 1984. Another
favorite with Kolkata shoppers has been the Chowringhee Road - Lindsay
Street area around New Market that has a wide variety of shops.

Retailing is and has always been big in Kolkata In fact, the whole of Kolkata is a

big market and there is probably no main road that is not lined with shops. There are small and big bazaars in every
part of the city. The bazaars consist of a large number of shops selling everything from vegetables to electronics.
Many roads specialize in particular products. For example B.B.Ganguly Street has jewelry, ophthalmic and
furniture shops, College Street is famous for its books etc.

However, even a few years earlier, Kolkatans thought that in order to shop for the trendiest styles, one had to go to
Delhi or Mumbai, or if budget allowed, overseas. There were a few swanky, huge showrooms, but conservative
Kolkatans were averse to shopping in those places. But no more. With the era of liberalization, Kolkatans have
responded whole-heartedly to the shopping complexes that have opened

Right _in the heart of the city, near Esplanade, there is Shreeram Arcade and Treasure Island. These two
shopping arenas mainly deal with garments. Around Shakespeare Sarani Police Station, two new ritzy shopping
complexes have come up. They are Metro Plaza and Shopper’s City. Gone are the days of dingy, congested
showrooms where it was the shop-owners who called the shots. These shopping complexes are all state-of-art with
all moderr} amenities like A/C, glass-capsule lifts, glazed tiles, hassle-free parking, easy to push trolleys, touch-and-
feel experience of the wares on open shelves and an unobtrusive sales assistant ever ready to sell.
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The south of Park Street area has witnessed a boom of private markets which are upmarket in decor and clientele.
Air-conditioned Market, Vardaan, Victoria Plaza, The Forum and the Metro Plaza are some of the favored
shopping centers. There are also many excellent shops in this area like the Musicworld, the Oxford Book Store
and the Landmark. Two new fancy showrooms have recently been added, Westside and Pantaloons. For
international brands, these are the best places to go, though they also sell their own brands. The newly opened
music super-mart, Planet M, at 22, Camac Street, the same premises as Westside and Pantaloons, is really a
music lover’'s paradise. It has virtually everything that a music lover wants replete with a jukebox, CDs, VCDs and
also books on music.

South Kolkata shops in Gariahat. With its numerous shops, Gariahat, which also includes the Ballygunj AC
Market can rival the Lindsay Street - Chowringhee region. But for government emporiums, Kolkatans flock to the
Dakhinapan shopping center. Its specialty is handicrafts and textiles. '

In North Kolkata, Ultadanga has the Uttarayan, built on the lines of Dakhinapan. Here too,
there are emporiums from many Indian states. However this shopping center is smaller and
isn't as trendy as Dakhinapan. In close by Salt Lake City, many new shopping centers have
come up such as the upscale CityCentre and Charnock City. Another major attraction in this
area is the very innovative Swabhumi, which is the quintessence of ethnicity, with artists and
craftsmen at work, creating fascinating handicraft and folk art.

The list goes on.... shopping malis like Unnayan and the Metropolis, both on E.M Bypass are
in various stages of construction. Several other retail complexes are in the planning stage.
Kolkata, therefore, is once again well on its way to establish itself firmly on the Indian fashion map - s
for the thriving metropolis that has never o B o AT N B 5
ceased to amaze even skeptics with its BT - !

undying spirit, innovation and warmth.

NRITYA NATYA KALA BHARTI

ACADEMY OF DANCE & MUSIC Sz 1969
NOW ENROLLING AGES 5 & UP » SPECIAL ADULT CLASSES

o

+ Kathak; A North Indian Classical Dance.

* Folk & Contemparary Dance Variatias of all Regions:
Inciuding Raas-Garba, Bhangra, Gidha, Lavani, Ghoomer,
Tara Taall, Bhaiya & Dangi Nritya.

Taught by Kiumud Savia.

« Modermn Bollywood Fuslon Dance for Boys:
TGty SORCIIG o,

» Vocal & Keyboard: Morth Indian Classical Method.
Taught by Sandeep Savla & Yashwant Panchal.

+ Tabla Classes: Taught by Prithwiraj Bhattacharjee,
visiting froem Pandit Jasray Music Schoo!,

* LIVE SHOWS - PA SYSTEM RENTALS

= RECORDING STUMO:
Audio Restaration, Production
& Mastering

LOCATED N THE GLOBAL MALL » SUITE o5

Ph: 678-363-7964 or 678-467-0837
Email: kumudsavia@yahoo.com

Fujari Annual Durga Fuja 2004 28

WWw.pljari.org

f Anjali

3=

FAFOR (TRCTA
SiC’fWi\@Q wa, TG IRD]

iﬂgmﬁ:{ngfwmWWWWWﬁWWWﬁWWﬁTWWIWW@ﬁ
mmﬁqﬁwmﬁmﬁ@mwﬁ@wﬁmmﬁmiﬁmmmm af e tefeaE @SB! e
srafs «fara fie TereBa aice| teeEn! SIfen! fea faferat fcs «Fa el 3@ oifew o151 Jre e @36t A
oz I 7R | SIATSB! Fica Aiwe eIt eod %, Reg teemib! s e teed W stee 1) o Pt @3 wew gfena
mwwmmmwmﬁummmﬁﬁmmmmﬂm ST IR AW T2 O AFI TR o
@ A @< TR 2 ZACS! O AMYroe € I AT GF! =B TRCA W1 TRCEADLS TOCE 9T JCS I I 4y
forc <@, “<ofit «B1 Fica The 1 TRIFTB! B0 T[0T TAIIRD! PR o1 FTeT| e s Careel 2 O 5 Wity, @t 7e1R
Tt Fiae @0 | TRrEDE (IANTAd S (e 64 ote Lot 2a)

GIF A G T AFB] SIfE A AR A 46! A A@N NG A
fafore B sl A 51Tl T4T3 YR AF0! TG I {1 OF 7 AGICA! T THNR
| oits =it WG, TIHET =0 064, S 39 F1 @3 A5 st e s wre
oIS A NI G| .
G5! B TS T GG BF I50 9, <o T2 5% % v @y st
RfGBE 51 TR EA fca Tt e s Yo OIfFe TGS AINC FHANAT 877
¥0Y T T fore TS T, AT, B9 I A, O WIN - G Bl eni 7 Rge
T I, T TOIR & TOR 122 A, BRI T BT (A0S U FACOS TFo! (00T o |
Bom, oy, sigepiBt =, Mo @

AYBIA TG S T Tt foRmiBt Biwt i '@ 991, “w, @ SRy wwRee weBh P 399, I8 H Fres T,
TR 7T TS 2917 AGIR 5°0A TSR A OF A T AT T 9F NS GG =0 97, “er 93 Fiem bt [t
P AW AT ICT AP WA IFEA AFET A SR AR T IENR 741 Bt 29 St TS b=
TR @F AT T AFB I BT T, “AfS for wiw e erawo! niedt vz

Ferdreol @3 [Jifvd *=71 i W 17, Fsy Tee Sy, swes tomm
TR r-REe #i8t A b1t [gae et ARG SAs A
=ieet, ftem free gfaame witee [for @ T Ot SR of [
g3 FAce WA W A1 oA [fow At WieER s wWhite
Faerel o for g (FRETEME o @ (AT e
FIOW| GFp R Arem md qw Afwm Ay W wwee aw
A A B ST 5 R Tt TERSAETR) BN AN IR G 4IENS
ATE IR FICR T, T TR 479 Bl 6T &) Reees Sooqes
TS (RIS O% Wl T Oa IR GRSIS TR Sl i
TR FGCT R oEt (8 @ TAW F@ At B Ao, T wedt Hrerst R $7 ®er @ A
4ICR T I e AT 4@eera BB e W AfGArG a1 A AcNICE MR I I GO NG, =i i, gret
S FIFG 91 Prorem fofemn Rt 20e) qwrst wite M tof TR 9, @A ik, ¥oa SRR AR AT MR-,
SR e, BT <1s, 2B, e, B S T AR o MR O IO SIe TR 0 G < e -

P N I @yits wRierrma @3 A7 THRETETE [RTSeiE AeetT e B Bigl @ieEE I emE @
IR ARG S=elesire e

g Ferer Tre foges wiPi oA ISR T ARIEE oS SRS iR B e *erEd wda eent ww
TR AeqT M wReREoR Se) R 20w We-wTs, B, SIERM, «st A, TB @, Tk S, wg-prafa,

Fujari Annual Durga Fuja 2004 »



WE SERVF HAI AI

f Aniali www.pujari.org

mm“’wwqaﬁﬁ GG WMEAP | TOLECIT IS AT AR A TGS AYINCS! = ToAfRrs Aaeat Fam 2
Ao &

O TG AT SERIA (hitp://wwwiita. oralinfo/phnews5/mr8.htm) FFFSR AV AW 3,090,000 THRAGHE SITHT
oFrEl e 37 @R ST Afe Ared ART o @il RN TEAR @7 EFR WG oW AW, FIACH ALY
WRETFATT FOb TWMHI S VY WIS (4, FATIOM AEA TARES 8 [N TP GiEW Wors wReIEmE gie
[CEIR

e R 51foe) i PN N[ TSI WO TAE WA (0 TS TSl A23F A IS AR NE{ed =3
Towd AT A TRIfepR IR, [FE FFena Mt Ml T, SN Oird ta0E Rea Siamt 92 - T2 Trel Siwale wIesiR
FAfe et 8 AR APTmE & | By SIord feat st @ 13, etwa ot foa =

e N e o P s o i M S e N A W, 14 e

DAABHA INDIAN CAFE

Food i3 our passion

Authentic North Indian, South Indian and Indo-Chinese Cuisine

Full Service Dining *Expanded Menu ¢Fabulous Every Day Lunch Buffet » Expanded
Weekend Lunch Buffet - BYOB Accepied »We Serve Halal Meat

7 Open 7 Days i

: o Mon-Frl - 11:00 am - 2:30 pm » 5:30 pm - 10:00 pm
g 50 A) Of |  Fiday  11:00am-2:30 pm * 5:30 pm - 10:30 pm
'- SSRGS, Sofurday 12:00 pm -10:30 pm
AT CRLREONIe®.  Sunday  12:00 pm - 9:30 pm -
{ AND e e = S

v (axcloding seatond) Y 20% Off 15% Off
. All Take Out For All Students

with minimum with Student ID & minimum
purchase of $15 purchase of §15

Catering For Any Occasion ¢ Takeout * Limited Delivery

2772 Cumberland Boulevard * Smyrna, GA 30080
Near Cobb Galleria and Cumberland Mall «1-75 and |-285

(770) 444-0940
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Sutapa Datta, Atlanta

Santiniketan (abode of peace), about 136 km from® RhBity. of West Bengal, is a famous university town and
often referred by poets as ranga matir desh, which imiediately reminds us of Tagore’s song gram chhada oi ranga
matir path. It has become a tourist spot as it was the “karma bhumi" of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore (1861 —
1941), Noble laureate for literature from West Bengal, India. Santiniketan is Rabindranath Tagore’s ‘amar Kirtr,
something which is unparalleled. Of course the natural charm of Santiniketan is a major draw in itself. The town
resembles an artist’s canvas amidst the backdrop of simul, palash and krishnachura. It is basically known for its
unsurpassed natural, intellectual and cultural heritage.

This university town is a centre of learning amidst natural environment. It was Tagore’s hope to free the Indian mind
of its slavishness through a new education system. Tagore envisioned a center of learning which would have the
best of both the east and the west. Tagore once wrote to his son Rathindranth, ‘The Santiniketan School must be
made the thread linking India with the world....

Attracted by the beauty of this place, Maharshi Debendranath Tagore, father of Rabindranath Tagore, founded an
ashram here in 1863. In 1901, Rabindranath Tagore set up a Brahmacharya school here which later came to be
known as Patha Bhavan

Tagore enunciated his Visva Bharati plans in 1919 and accepted ‘yatra vishvam
Bhavatyekanindam’ (where the world becomes a single nest) as its motto. In the year
1921, the University of Visva Bharati was formally established. Tagore was its
chancellor (acharya) till his death. Abanindranth Tagore and Sarojini Naidu were his

SUCCessors.

The Santiniketan School was established with the intent of three main objectives: to make the children grow up in
an ideal physical environment, close to nature, an education to balance the city and the village in a changing India
and to impact knowledge capable of accepting a larger world. Originally the Santiniketan School was designed to
be more than a school, a society in itself where teacher and pupil, householder and visitor, Bengali and non-
Bengali, Indian and non-Indian would all live and learn together.

Visva Bharati University is mainly ashram kendrik aimed at meditation along with rich heritage of learning.
According to artist Royeka Sultana, ‘During Tagore's time, people in Santiniketan lived in thatched houses and
went about barefoot around the ashram. No religion was allowed to have a foothold there.’ In this residential
university, the students plant their own trees from which they harvest their fruits. Famous personalities like Indira
Gandhi, Satyajit Ray and Nobel laureate Amartya Sen have been through the portals of Santiniketan. The
atmOSphgre of simplicity emanated from the time of Tagore, who himself lived in thatched mud houses like
Shyamali. At the Patha Bhavan, the classes are usually held under the sky or tree-shade. Open air education as
opppsed to being cloistered in the four walls of a classroom becomes a reality here. Visva Bharati University offers
a wide range of faculties, such as, literature, music, art, science, economics, foreign language and much more.

Keeping the university in mind, a small township has come up with a single road winding through. Thankfully
though, the urban life is missing here!

Different organs of Visva Bharati are Patha Bhavan(school), Shiksha Bhavan(college), Vidya Bhavan(post-graduate
and research), Kala Bhavan(arts), Sangit Bhavan(music), China Bhavan(Sino-Indian studies), Palli
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Sangathan(rural organization), Granthan(publication),Hindi Bhavan(Hindi studies) and Rabindra Bhavan(Tagore
Research Center and Museum). It is a traditional ritual to give saptaparni leaves to the graduating students by the

Every Wednesday there is a prayer held in the morning with Tagore's puja songs.
Students gather around the Upasana Sadan, known as mandir surrounded by the
sky, fresh breeze and plants to fill in the morning air of the abode of peace.

The quiet and peaceful ambience of Santiniketan is indubitably remarkable. One of
the beguiling elements of Santiniketan is its abundance of artwork, sculptures,
frescos and paintings dofted around the campus. Sculptures of Ramkinkar Baij
adorn the entrance of Kala Bhavan. The Uttarayan complex, the residence of Tagore consists of several buildings, |
reflecting the architectural genius of his illustrious son, Rathindranath Tagore. Spectacular works of Abanindranath
Tagore, Nandalal Bose, Gaganendranath Tagore, can be seen at the galleries of Vichitra and Nandan. Among the
abodes of Tagore, Udayan, Konanark, Shyamali, Punascha and Udichi are the old sanctums. The red-soiled roads
and natural beauty of Santiniketan open doors to discover the rural lives in and around the place. Not very far from
the campus is the eroding khowai river, the poet’s inspirational spot, which still serves as a motivational and sacred
place for numerous poets and intellectuals.

Another most celebrated aspect of Santiniketan is ifs various festivals marking the change of seasons. The major:
festivals are Poush Mela, Basanta Utsab, Poila Boishakh, Rabindra Janmotsav, Varshamangal, and briksharopan. :
Pous Mela, a major landmark on Bengali’s cultural calendar, is almost as old as
Santiniketan. On the seventh day of Poush (Bengali month), Maharshi Devendranath
Tagore embraced the Brahmo conviction under the tranquility of amra kunja. This day
is marked by the inauguration of the Poush Mela and Visva Bharati foundation day
with the hyms and slokas at the crack of dawn. On this day of the year the gates of
Uttarayan are thrown open to public to have a glimpse of beloved Gurudev's abode.
Aaguner parashmani fills in the air of Ufttarayan with its myriad students and
devotees. A fair is held at the mela ground, which include songs of bauls and artisans from local villages selling
handicrafts. Poush Mela is also a focal point of intellectual reunion.

Rabindranath Tagore, inspired by the spirit of Holi, decided to introduce Basanta Utsav, the festival of spring at
Vishva Bharati University, where the students and the youths of the institution, attired in colorful dresses like yellow
and red, garland of polash on their neck and little sticks in their hand, celebrate Holi in a very special way. A
number of cultural programs, which include group choreography, songs, and dance, are staged. The students sing:
the Ore grihabashi khol dar khol, their ways through Amrakunj. There after, the entire Univeristy plays Holi withi
abeer, rejoicing the festival. In the course of time, Basanta Utsav has become a milestone of Bengali culture, and
has also drawn interests from international tourists.

With the krishnachura, kanchan and kamini around, one can easily feel the change of seasons within. The kash
flowers surround the lakes and tranquility engulfing the surrounding, helps concentrating at will, and it is a tru
place to meditate.

The pristine, immaculate setting of Santiniketan has remained an inspiration, encouragement and motivation for
several bards, lyricists, writers, journalists and intellectuals apart from our most beloved poet Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore himself.
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Presidency - Then and Now

Dr. Indrani Dutta-Gupta, Atlanta

Despite the grand aura of Presidency College, where my father went
and uncles from both sides of the family went, and where my
maternal great grandfather taught Physics to National Professor
Satyen Bose among others, my experience of the college was very
mixed. | finished high school in 1971, when my elder brother, a
brilliant student of Mathematics, should have finished second year
there. But he did not.

i o T I Having gone to Presidency in 1969, following in the footsteps of our
ey g = e 7" father and our uncles, my brother ran into real Naxalite induced bad
luck. My brother Samarendra Roy was the NSTS topper, nationally, of 1969, but by 1970, the more brilliant you
were, the more suspect you were. One night in late 1970, just about every brilliant person at Presidency, including
a couple of relatives (such as a son) of top police officials, were arrested. The police lied so much that even we
started doubting our family member. One of the false charges brought against all these students was that they had
set Baker Laboratory on fire. | clearly remember the day the Lab caught fire, and how my brother had to walk home
from College Street to Ballygunge, and what his feelings were on that
arson perpetrated by anarchists. | knew that the police were not only lying
but that some malicious Naxalites had set them to it. Overnight, my
parents whisked my brother out of State, and for a long time would not tell
us where he was going to college. It so happened that the VC of Pune
University, known to an Uncle, my Baramama, believed the family’s story
about my brother's innocence, and requested the Principal of Fergusson
College to take him in. My brother spent two years in Pune, out of touch
with his original friends, in a lonely apartment in Pune, and finished 6
semesters of requirements in four, to graduate on time. In the process, he
also memorized every Hindi movie, new or old, available on the screen.

| took my HS. Exams knowing that Presidency College was out of bounds for me, and it made my 18" year
extremely painful. | too, like Dada, had set my heart on Presidency. Very frustrated, | first joined the 5 year MS
course in Mathematics at IIT Kanpur, where my cousin Ritwik eventually went for Chemical Engineering. Then |
was afraid to go that far away from home+, and transferred to the three year course in Mathematics at IIT
Kharagpur, after seriously toying with the idea of doing Architecture. | hated it at Kharagpur. | could not adjust to
the poor food after my mother’s lavish cooking and | fell coming down the stairs and broke a toe. Wiry thin and
physically and emotionally run down in those days from stress and from not knowing where my brother was, all |
wanted was to come home. Still no Presidency College for me. | decided to move to English, my real first love, as
opposed to Mathematics, the subject of both my grandfathers, and the Principal of Lady Brabourne College bent
over backwards, let me take a late admission test, and took me in. So did Loreto College, where | did not go then.
Sister Stella, | remember, told me that my being in English would be a gain for Loreto and for English, but a loss for
Science. | would not study Science anywhere but at Presidency. Several years later, as | taught English in Loreto
College for about seven years, | thought of Sister Stella every day. She had retired by then.

Months went byf at Brabourne, with me always brooding and sickly, until finally | got my parents’ permission to
transfer to Presidency. Luckily, there was me from Brabourne and a girl called Sonali from Loreto (she is now a
Professor of Eng_lish at Bethune) who were both transferring and we had to sit for admission tests again. We
suffered through it, | particularly happy that | was not the only insane and undecided one. Both of us came from
extremely conservative and protective families, and | am amazed daily now at the difference between our lives and
my children’s and nieces’ lives. \When we came to pay our fees we met Dilipda, the bachelor gentleman in the
office who was always kind and helpful. He made life easy when it came to collecting the National Scholarship
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money, one of the few things | was entitled to get. My father's income as a barrister disqualified me from most
monetary awards except small prizes at the end of second and third years. Dilipda, with the respect he showeq
towards us half-formed adults from various scholarly backgrounds, became an institution at Presidency. | wag
proud to claim him as an aunt's brother-in-law.
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i Aniali www.pujari.org )ﬁ Aniali
jal

Coffee house was the focal point of our lives—its hot ghugni, its tea or coffee, its original but virtually peeling Albert
Hall décor, and innumerable smokers and nonsmokers often surrounding some of us young ladies, was a part of
the culture. We soon formed a trio, a trio that somehow preferred the kabiraji cutlet of Anadi Cabin nearby. We
were too proud to be like the typical Presidency College queen bees, who always came in with the guys ang
enjoyed being surrounded. Two of us wanted arranged marriages and | was already engaged. So our guy friends
comprised of the boyfriends of other girlfriends, guys we liked but who were too busy to hit on us. We sometimes
advised the girls. Here | first heard the rumor that | wasn't at Presidency my first year because | had flunked the
Physics admission test there originally. All HS toppers in Science had to study Physics at Presidency—that was the
unwritten rule—so why hadn't I? Of course nobody had seen me in the test-taking crowd, but that did not matter. It
was an interesting exposure to a culture different from the one | was raised in, where | was a top student at South‘,
Point from the time | was a little girl and known for my ability to make friends with kids of various ages and abilities.

One day | called Somak, the younger brother of the Congress Party leader Saugata Roy. He had graduated from
St. Lawrence High School and was a student leader of Chhatra Parishad.. He was in the Physics Honors class. |
asked him if he had seen me take the admission test with him. He said “No.” | asked him if he knew the top St.
Lawrence fellow of his batch, who was at IIT studying Electronics and was my friend. “Why don’t you ask him
where | was the day of the Presidency Physics admission test? Was | not with him at IIT?” Somak, whom | liked,
immediately said he never started the rumor in the first place. He helped me track the originator of the rumor,
supposedly a young man from the Economics Honors or some such class who had been in third grade at South
Point with me. | confronted him too.

Later when the 1973 English Honors Part one results came out, and | had First Class marks in every paper, my
good friends came to console me that now the originators of the old rumors were saying “First in HS from Science
and now First Class marks in every paper in English too—she must be a genius.”

Such was the condescending arrogance of Presidency. Amita Dutt the
kathak dancer and my batchmate from Loreto who later went to University of
Calcutta while | went to Jadavpur, tells me that outsiders often thought
Presidency English Department was able to manipulate their students’
marks! Those who knew our Professors, and Amita met them too while
teaching Beowulf at Calcutta later, would know that they would never stoop
that low.

One of my best friends at Presidency was Paramita Sen, now Gupta, a ‘ EiEE R 3

cousin of Ketaki Kushari Dyson’s. Ketaki Kushari had stayed in their house to go to Presidency, so we got a lot of
stories. Ketaki Kushari held record marks in English. Gayatri Spivak was another myth in our Department, some
sixteen years our senior, | think. | used to read their published articles diligently. | attended Paramita’s son’s
wedding in Calcutta this past January. Another of my good friends, from fourth grade to Presidency days, was
Suranjan Das, the current pro-VC of University of Calcutta whohappens to have a book on the Naxalite movement
of the early seventies, in case any of you are interested. Another good friend, Ranjan Chaudhuri, National
Professor Satyen Bose’s grandson, was a little older, and he now teaches at Eastern Michigan State University at
Ypsilanti, and lives in Ann Arbor. We have visited each other.

Presidency is now different. | hear that you cannot be a professor there unless you are openly a member of the
CPM. This baffles me. My friend Jayati Gupta, three years my senior at Presidency, does not appear to belong to
any party. But she heads the English Department. When | ran into her recently at the Calcutta Club, | forgot to ask
her! | hear of good students of my subject choosing to go to St. Xaviers or to Bethune, a trend, thanks to my
parents, | almost started. | also know that the very best students of English go to Jadavpur even at the
Undergraduate level. | have two brilliant nieces going there, and some of my best professors who are still teaching,
all teach there. This, | am told, holds for many subjects, although a student of Economics | know definitely chose
Presidency over other colleges. He does have a family tradition—he is my friend Paramita’s younger son. He is
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happy to be there, and it will be up to others to say more about the College as it is now. For me, the College Street
book stores, indoor or street level, new or second hand; the painful wait for a tram or a bus; the ability to get difficult

books such as Beowulf, Pearl, Purity, Patience, The Owl and the Nightingale, or Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,
in antiquated editions with notes by haloed critics, were richly learning e)»l:pe.riences that | would not give up for all
the world. More than anything else in the world, the ability to go to the enriching scr_mol where my father and uncles
went, and where so many successful people havg studied or sat on thg ‘portico or flirted with the opposite sex, gave
me confidence to deal with life, dream big, and raise a confident and giving family.

G lobal

_ : aWty T one
SR rocerics OSweets &
You Have Tried The Rest....
Now Come Experience THE BEST!

\ 4 4 7

ca\"ﬂ

noW onad
We shay kS

® Quality Brand names you can trust: LAXMI {(entire in-depth line},
NIRAV * DEEP * SWAD * ROOPAK STORES and many more
® Weekly In-Store Specials

nty of Parki
st b 4 Loads of Fresh Vegetable
Now available 7 Days a Week

Open 7 days for your Shopping Convenience
Mon-Thurs: 11:00 am - 8:00 pm
Fri-Sun: 11,00 am - 9:00 pm

Global Mall ...5675 Jimmy Carter Boulevard ...Norcross
Phane ...678-421-0071 "*Web www.qgroceries.com

Store entrance towards back of the mall, below Kruti Dance
Global Mall - Atlanta’s true one stop shapping and cultural canter

Fujari Annual Durga Fuja 2004 =




"WE SERVE HAIAI

www.pujari.org

f Aniali

¥

My childhood reminiscences of Calcutta
Prosenjit Dutta, Atlanta

Calcutta has always been and will remain to me the city of joy. It is not because | was in any way influenced by'
Larry Collins' book or the movie. In fact, | disliked them both. | have always loved Calcutta because of her vibrancy,‘
her wonderful people, her warmth and the friends that | have made there over the years, but probably more
because of her ability, like the mythical bird Phoenix destroying itself and rising from its ashes, to redefine herself at
the most critical of times. Just when her detractors, at various points in the city's history, had written her off as dying
or going down rapidly, she has turned around and proved to everyone's amazement that nothing could be farther
from the truth. Today Calcutta is, once again, a bustling metropolis, boasting all that the world can offer in terms of
amenities, cuisine and all-round development. Corporations that had once abandoned the city because of rising
labor trouble, poor infrastructure and endless, mindless processions, are now flocking back to re-establish business
there. In fact, there are few other cities in India that can claim to have such skilled workforce, and very importantly,
for the majority of manufacturing companies, such abundant supply of water and mineral resources. Calcutta's;
hinterland, which includes all states neighboring West Bengal, is rich in natural resources that make the city a very
viable geographical point in terms of establishing new business. Calcutta is the gateway to the East and is a
thriving river port situated on the banks of the river Hooghly, a tributary of the Ganges. Thankfully, the local
government, after years of stupid and illogical experiments that had led the city downhill and, by most predictions,
beyond redemption, has finally come to its senses and is well on its way to restoring Calcutta to its former glory.

I still have vivid recollections of my early childhood days in Calcutta. Even though | have been fortunate enough to
have had the opportunity to study in some of the best schools the city had to offer like St. Xavier's and St. James, |
believe the fact that education for Bengalis is a top-notch priority, has set very high standards for all educational
institutions in the city and her suburbs. We have always lived in the southern part of the city and remember, as kids,
going each morning with our father to the nearby Rabindra Sarovar, which had a beautiful lake and a park. | still
remember the excitement we used to feel as we smelled the breath of fresh air wafting from the lake and it

surroundings as we approached it. Later in life, we would go there with local friends to play soccer and engage ia
other sporting activities. | remember watching in amazement as groups of rowers in boats heave-hoed on the lak

to practice for the annual regatta. On some days, we used to go to a swimming club within the periphery of
Rabindra Sarovar. | remember that initially | used to feel uncomfortable and nervous going into the water, but after

a few bouts of coaxing by my father, took to the water like a fish. My brothers and | loved splashing around in the

pool with uncontrolled glee — it was truly the time of our lives.

We used to wake up each morning at the sound of crows cawing, the local sweeper scraping the curb with his
broomstick and the sound of bells from the bicycles of newspaper delivery boys. Our mother used to wake up even
earlier to take care of the laundry and to have our breakfast prepared. We had, in our family, for want of a better
word, a male servant, Ram, who had been brought in from Bihar by his uncle when he was a little kid, long before |

was even born. He was so much a part of our existence as kids that we used to look at him as a member of our VIRGIN
own family. He sometimes used to accompany us to nearby places in the evening and | remember he sometimes MOBILE CARDS
used to carry me on his shoulders. When | made a fuss over my dinner, he used to keep me entertained with his AVAILABLE

funny antics. Tears roll down my cheeks as | recount those days of yore long gone by, never to return again. Years
later, Ram would die from cirrhosis of the liver, caused from working hard, eating late and chewing tobacco. He left
behind two little kids in his hometown in Bihar, who would scarcely know of their father's love, which he so;
unselfishly bestowed upon us.

During those days, Calcutta did not have the metro rail or even the now ubiquitous mini bus — in fact, nobody had
even heard of them. Trams used to ply all the way straight from Tollygunge to Esplanade through Bhowanipore,
Rabindra Sadan and the Maidan, pretty much on the same route over ground as the metro runs underground

today. On some days, we used to ride to the Maidan with father on the tram. To this day, that remains in my mind 1707-C1 Church Street., Decataur, GA 300033
(next to PatelBrothers, Mirch Masala) open seven days Cards

the most wonderful joyride that | have experienced. Between Jawahar Children's Museum and the Maidan, the tram
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Durga Puja and Kali Puja used to be celebrated with great fanfare, but in very tradition_al manner. There was a
small park in front of our house where pandals used to be set up to _celebrate t!1e Pujas. Whlle Bijoya Dasami
started off with visiting near and dear relatives with sweets and gxchanglng kolakuli anq touching t_he feet of elders,
Kali Puja was marked with a brilliant display of fireworks. Music albums releaged during the Pujas used to have
catchy yet simple tunes, far from the mindless cacophony that is touted today in the name of music. Kites dotted
the skies of the city at the time of Biswakarma Puja and cutting down the kite of a rival and rqnning to ret_rleve it
from a tree top or from the roof of someone's house used to be the pinnacle of achievement during those childhood

years.

Double-decker buses that used to run on most routes in the city, is, alas, now a thing of the past. Sitting at a
window seat on the top tier of the bus, with the wind blowing in your face, you felt at the top of the world.

Looking back, | still miss those childhood days. Life used to be simple and fun. There were very few means of
distraction. Families used to enjoy the simple pleasures of life. Just an ordinary outing like a family picnic or a visit
to the zoo used to be so eventful and provided with moments to cherish. The world has moved rapidly forward
since those lazy days of summer of yesteryears and my beloved city has well adapted to those changes. My
childhood experiences are today mere memories, but once in a while, when | am in a pensive mood, they come
streaming through an open window of my mind and fills me with the kind of happiness that can never be achieved

through other means.
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Fancy Fancy Super Fancy (men) Watches with || Toys (Large
Lighters Candles Hats (all) Watches Bracelets Collection)
149199 [ 1.29 &up $1-4.99 4.99 & up 6.49-4.99 99¢ and up

For More Information Call Amin/Salim

T-Mobile Cards=16%
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used to run at incredible speeds. We looked with excitement as the tram beat a double-decker bus hands down, theé Ph /Fax: 404-499.0068-404.499.8073 Email: Inara@bellsouth.net

adrenaline rush sending a tingling sensation down our spine.
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* Balti Gosht
* Kadahi Gosht

° Kata Kut

Tel: (770) 446- 6941

LUNCH BUFFET
- Friday 12:00PM - 4:00PM
RESTAURANT HOURS:

TUESDAY - SUNDAY
11:00 AM To 11:00PM

We don’t have any other location
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Web Address News | Sports [ Entertainment | Music | Literature | Recipe | Travel | Others Features we like
www.bangalinet.com X X X X _
WWW.viswayan.com X X X X X Shopping, bengali mgjtorey earthquake resistant
www.abasar.org X X X X Quiz, Recipes etdy ential towers
www.banglahaat.com X X I i-facility club
www.angelfire.com X X Good recipes i -Class mumf a(?l it -
www.artnpeace.com X X Ethnic & spiritual giern school with its own football field
LR [ e X X Nice music national standard mall with 1300 car parks
www.samachar.com X X X X X Informative newsjy piex Food Court. Entertainment zone.
www.milonee.org X X Informative &', den Gardens®
www.webindia123.com/westbengal X X X bigger than E. P&
www.westbengal.com X X X X X d renowned design team
www.suhas.com
LA
www.kolkatabeckons.com X X X X X X X Kolkata at a glanci )
uww.calonline.com X X X 1 you're iooking for & nome in Kolkata wih
www.bengaionline. sitemarvel.com _ihonal-standard amenities, comie nome 1o Soulh
lwww.calcutaweb.com X X X X X L - : i intemational
__Www.boigara.com X Little magazine arch ?ﬂ -acre mini township that ofiers an intem .‘
A complete informati(? experience in 24 acres of natural sumoundings.
www.banglalive.com X X X X X  |Shoppin & shopping site o :
peingl peTg —sihcated just opposite Jodhpur Park, on
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Out of the total number of flats already sold,

30% has been booked by NRI's
from USA, UK and the Middle-East.

You'll also find The South City Academy, a
school for 2000 students, equipped with a learning
resource centre, cafeteria and mutipumose auditorium.,

The South City Club, a resart-style clup with
social, entertainment and sporting facilities, features
India's fargest swimming pool, tennis and sauash
codrts, ndoor crickel arena, healtn club ana spa.

Aporopriately enough, the people
behind this are the biggest names in the business.
The princioal architect is the renowned

| Dulal Muknerjee. The design
consJtants are Smallwood,
Reynods Stewart, Stewart
& Assocates from USA.
The landscaps
architect s Pendian
Asa from Singapaore.

| And the team of

developers

THE HEART OF KOLKATA.

include ihe people behind Emami Landmark, Merlin
Residency, Merin Mancr. Metro Plaza, Orbit Heights,
Rameshwara Apartments, JK Milernium Tower,
Duckback House, 22 Camac Street, Shrach: Garden
and Greenwood Nook

It's a whole new experience in world-class
living. So what'’s keeping you now?

SOUTH%OTW

Call +91 33 2414 4924 or
+91 98303 39683 or +91 98303 35864
visit www.SouthCityProjects.com
E-mail: sales@southcityprojects.com

the world does

. ﬁ *Cricket field in the stadiu
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For all your real estate needs, buying
or selling a home, please give me a call!

Gail Rader, Realtor
404-992-9925
gailrader@aol .com

Specializing in North Atlanta, particularly Cobb, Fulton and Gwinnett
Counties

WHAT GAIL RADER DOES BEST
Listening to you and your needs.
Finding your next home based on your criteria.
Implementing a proven marketing plan to get your house sold.
Negotiating the best price for you.
Keeping you informed every step of the way.

Atlanta Board of Realtors, National Association of Realtors, Million Dollar Club,
Licensed Associate Broker, Certified eMarketing Specialist, Previews International
Property Specialist, Certified New Home Specialist

Past satisfied clients include:
Neel & Tania Majumdar
Supriyo & Mukta Saha

If you or someone you know is moving outside of the Atlanta area, please give me a call and I will
set up a referral to an experienced agent in that location.

coLDuweLL
BANKER 1

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

5252 Roswell Road, Suite 202, Atlanta, GA 30342, 404-252-4098, 404-250-5337 fax

-:Nnm ﬂen dt @ locaCion
|0 3e S0 fam

Bnllvl ood
mwmasala
grill mouse

khane ka nmaya andaap

= Mazedasr Swasd &

-
@ Bollywood ki ya9d e

= lomeinfora &
o UNIQUE BXPECiEnce in dining o

- [404] 636-6614
-

After 3 successful uears of
- Madaras Sarvana Bhavan,

e Weare proud Lo announce our neww venture g

- In the same shopping strip as
Hadaras Sarvana Bhavan on
- Lawrenceville fwy in Decator
-
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Greater Service...Greater Results.

‘urkey/Chicken cutlet

WISHING YOU A HAPPY FESTIVAL SEASON!

VOTED ONE OF THE

Thgredients:

sround Chicken or Turkey (1 1b)

RE/MAX GREATER

Michael M. Merrick §°

REGIPE CORNIER

Indrani Ghose

Fish Biriyani

Ingredients:
250 grams Basmati rice
Fish, preferably Hilsa (4 to 6 pieces)

thopped onions
Vorcestershire Sauce (1tsp) Ghee
~—lint leaves (2 tablespoons) Bay leaves (2)

hopped chilies

riander leaves (2 tablespoons)

Clove, cardamom, mace (crushed)
Kesar (saffron)- 1tsp

Real Estate
A,

Mike Merrick is a residential real estate specialist serving the
north and west metro marketplace. His emphasis on client

rees

Put in the oven, bake for 20 minutes at 350

services has helped vank him as the wp producing agent
among individual agents in his officc. An extensive back-
ground in consumer product sales and marketing has has

.Broil for 3-5 minutes.
|

helped Mike differentiate his listings from all others, which
means he generates high foot wallic and quick transactions

he lists, and not on sell-promotion. 1hs creative approach to

ATLANTA-SANDY SPRINGS igg (2) Milk-2 cups
452 Sandy Springs Circle alt Rose water, Kewra water,
Atlanta, GA 30328 aprika Salt
0 tl .t Tt F Cardamom (whole)
Cel: 404-664-570: y .
a n a mmerricki@bellsouthonet FethOd Onions
15 N wiww. triplemsells.com
.Mix all the ingredients except the egg Method:
.Beat the egg separately in a bowl.
* Residential Listings * Customer Service }.Shape the mixture as cutlets (meat loaf slice) Wash and soak the rice beforehand
* Buyer's Agencey = Target Marketing

(approximately 30 minutes before)

Boil the rice with salt and cardamom. Drain.
Slice the onions and fry. Set them aside.
Soak Kesar in warm milk and set aside.
Microwave fish for about 5 minutes.

Put ghee in the frying pan.

Put Bay leaves and garam masala.

Put the pieces again and continue stirring

Mike prefers o invest marketing dollars on the properties Ihilﬁ

until spices stick to the fish. Add whole
black pepper if desired.

tavget marketing is unsurpassed, ]
and his dedication to custome: a——
I

IN ATLANTA MAGAZINE!

service from start to finish REZ . A : :
mirkes deating with Mike 2 9.593525 esm.w Tl Put little water to prevent spices from

burning if needed.
— Take an aluminum tray, put some ghee at
' the bottom, make a bed of rice, put some

fish pieces, (along with the gravy, if any)
and add some rose water and kewra water.
Repeat the same over another bed of rice.
Add the fried onions on top. May add nuts if
desired. Seal the tray with aluminum foil.
Cook the biriyani in the preheated oven for

TOUR ATLANTA ' 30-40 minutes.

AREA HOMES AT:

WWW.TRIPLEMSELLS.COM

OR CALL MIKE @ 404-664-5703

pleasant experienee,

PROUD REAL ESTATE AGENT FOR:

SAMARESH AND HAIMANTI MUKHOPADHYAY

-
E‘tgari Annual Durga Fu)'a 2004 H
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1988 Special Times

Joti Chakraborty-Sengupta

TIME--
doesn't cry,

doesn't laugh,

doesn't love,

doesn't hate,

doesn't care, but is always there.
Heals all wounds.

Lingers with boredom.
Rushes to deadlines.

Flies quickly when we're having fun.

When was the beginning?
Where will it end?

Can be a cruel enemy,
And a loyal friend.
Nonchalant to pleasure,
Immune to pain,
Basks in the sunshine,
Dances in the rain.
Witnesses conflicts,
Shares the joys,

We cherish its moments,
memories to save.

We try to forget tears and agony,
yet they remain.
CONSISTENT, PUNCTUAL,
ELAPSING, AORISTIC,
PASSING, PERIODIC,
INTERMITTENT, PERPETUAL
PERMANENT, STEADY,
ABIDING, LEISURELY,
LASTING, ETERNAL,
Watching, progressing,...
such is time.

www.puggﬂgﬁ Aniali www.pujari.org
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1994 The Happy Ending S
(Popular Demy, et o7, e
by Joti Chakraborty-Seng

One year ago
I first dreamed of you.
A thousand dreams later
my heart remains true.
To a sweet summer romance
lasting the autumn,
the winter, the springtime,
and many seasons through.
I met you in a dream
on a warm summer night.
You intelligence, charm, sense of humor
- everything was right!

My memory follows a path
never traveled before;
meeting hours of passion
and longing for more.
Crossing anticipation and agony
never to forget
A time filled with panic
ending in a pleasant tete a tete.
Passing a romantic encounter
a meeting of the minds
your wisdom, understanding
in this world -- a rare find.

It was not just a dream
for you felt it too!

We surrendered our hearts
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In Fond Memory of Dr. Jayanti Lahiri

The following article is taken from Atlanta Journal Constitution and modified for Anjali.

OBITUARIES: ATLANTA: Jayanti Lahiri, teacher of physics, musician
Derrick Henry - Staff
Friday, April 30, 2004

Calcutta, India, native Jayanti Lahiri embraced the world.

"Jayanti was a consummate combination of Eastern culture and Western
attitudes," said Giriraj Rao of Alpharetta, executive director of the Atlanta-based Gandhi Foundation of USA.

An accomplished North Indian classical musician who once sang for Mohandas Gandhi, Dr. Lahiri nonetheless
adored country singers George Strait and Alan Jackson. Although her own successful marriage was arranged, she
rejoiced when her son and daughter married people from other cultures. The
physics professor lectured at international conventions on the interaction of
radiation with matter and kept an open door for her students at Southern
Polytechnic State University.

"Soon after she joined the faculty here in 1981, she was asked to be the
adviser for our international students," said her supervisor, Dr. Sam Scales of
Marietta. "Three or four years later she had helped recruit such a large number
of international students we had to hire a full-time person to take over the job.
When Jayanti arrived, we did not offer a degree in physics. Over the next few
years she helped develop a B.S. program in physics."

The Vedantic memorial service for Dr. Lahiri, 68, of Atlanta is 5:30 p.m. May 8
at the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany. She died Monday of pneumonia at
Good Samaritan Hospital in Lebanon, Pa., while on vacation.

As an expert on both atomic physics and the physics of music, Dr. Lahiri
published many scientific articles. She turned speaking engagements into
vacations with her husband, Pranab Lahiri. The couple visited every continent

but Antarctica.

Wherever they went, Dr. Lahiri made friends, said her daughter, Lali Watt of Wilmette, lll. "Mother met some
woman in a laundromat in Tokyo and ended up having dinner with her parents," she said. "My mother was perfectly
comfortable in any situation and had a curiosity about absolutely everything," said her son, Yasho Lahiri of Briarcliff
Manor, N.Y. "She knew | was interested in alternative rock, so she would listen with me. She could tell that R.E.M.

was good and another group was bad."

At 7, Dr. Lahiri was introduced to Mohandas Gandhi at a Calcutta rally and was asked to sing for him. She sang
"Raghupati Raghava Raja Ram," a devotional chant that was a favorite of Gandhi's.

“Apparently when she was done, Gandhi said, 'l don't think I've ever heard it sung better,' and asked her to stay on
the dais with him for the rest of the rally," her daughter said.
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Years later, Dr. Lahiri sang that son : www.pujari.org
SR . g --- and other Indian classics --- . . )
Luther King Jr. Center for Non-Violent Social Change and other Atlanta veﬁtggig:slnzci’:: mgsSandhl phh

Dr. Lahiri helped found the Vedanta Ce

' ed fou nter of Atlanta and annu
Puja, a Bengali religious festival. "Mother could organize any gl:jl'l)I
could get you really excited to do something."

y directed a contemporary Bengali pla
y at Durga
up of people to do anything," her son said. "Sﬁe

Survivors include two sisters, Gayatri i
. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak of i P
brother, Ranes Chakravorty of Salem, Va.; and sigratfdchﬂd(;efew York City and Maitreyi Chandra of New Delhi, India; a
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My Ma, Your Jayanti-di N
Lali Watt of Wilmette, Illinois, daughter of Jayanti and Pranab Lahiri of Atlanta.

Courage, character and charisma are the words that seem to sum up'what my mother was. Her n.10ra1 C(t)mﬁzsspfnvzs f;'?]g
set. I hardly ever saw her hesitate before deciding what the appropriate thing t,o do was in any c1r01i1m; a(llnto. n sai,i -
was not stern. She loved fun, loved life, loved ‘adda’ and ‘cha’ and ‘paan’. Duty was duty and ha ;
pleasure was what life was about after the duty had been done.

A product of a rather unconventional upbringing for the time and place, she became, at least outwardly, a verti tr‘adltlt(:lxtl:}
daughter in law. But somewhere inside she was always herself. Her judgment was always her own whatever the ‘gho
might have led one to believe.

Over the years I saw my mother blossom, cast aside her shyness, step forward as I}er own person. She alvx.raystre{dect\i(iitﬁ
feminist label but she was a true feminist because it never occurred to her that beu}g a woman had anything to do
being a physicist or that any doors were closed to her because she was a first generation immigrant.

As a mother, she was most distinctly not of the cookie baking variety. _Shfe was sure what values s.he wantzcil t:cf(;rlgllfa;th ta(;
us and I think, by and large, she succeeded. Our core values are very similar, our core competenc:les \;eryd althoug.h o
was fine with her. She was proud of not mastering money man.ageme.nt, 'but -1t was always unders 0](; " g
articulated, that she liked the fact that I did. She never bothered with the intricacies o_f legal language as her life g
much more straightforward tracks but she hugely enjoyed my brother’s prowess in this area.

She was an inveterate traveler, a lifelong and companionable whiskey drinker, a much-missed maker (_)f lluf)il;ti.a; ]f(l);
her grandchildren, a dedicated teacher, a renowned singer (wh9 was always fascinated by Wes?ern. mustlca ?m an:1 .
never needed to understand it), the best giver of driving directions I’ve ever knqwn, an enthus1astllc eater of any

foods, a dedicated knitter of beautiful, invented-as-she-went sweaters ... many things to many people.

Ma’s ability to lead was astounding. I like to think that my brother and I learnt some of I‘ler skills S}lblimjnally. Certainly,
today, both of us are comfortable with stepping forward, with raising our hand, w'1th having our voice hear(:‘.f u

All m, all, my mother has left the world a better and lonelier place; one filled with less laughter and less life. Her many
students, her friends, her fans and, of course, her family, miss her deeply.

The lesson she has left me with, though, is that life is for living, not mourning. Although I miss my 1_nother profmlmdly
and, in many ways, understand her loss a little more each day, I know she wants me to embrace life, not merely go

through the motions of existence.

In her name, in her honor, and in memory of what she stood for, I too am trying to live with courage, character and
charisma. I learnt from a master teacher and practitioner.

Today, as you celebrate Durga Puja, say a prayer for my mother and then please reach outd to make a new friend or
exchaI;ge warm greetings with someone you already know. It is what she would expect you to do.
Pronams. Blessings. Peace.

www.pujari.org Ar_"@li
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Our Jayanti Di
P.K.Das

This is the festive season for Bengalis. It is the happy occasion for all the Bengalis to welcome Ma-Durga.
Everybody is in festive mood. Some are rehearsing for the theater, some are rehearsing for the cultural program

and others are preparing for the upcoming festival. There are lot of phone calls and e-mails going around. Every
body is talking about Puja preparation.

During this season Jayanti Di used to be at the helm of all

the cultural affairs. But this time we feel the vacuum, a
vacuum that will be hard to fill.

For the last 25 years she brightened our lives with her melodious voice. Pujari’s theater during Durga Puja was a
major attraction for every one, which she single-handedly directed with endless passion and patience.

Jayanti Di was a very special person, for such was her extraordinary appeal to this community, at large, that we
feel a sense of immense loss, since Monday the 26th.of April 2004.

Jayanti Di was a legend in Atlanta with her scholarship,

charm, dignity and charisma. Ever since she set her foot for
the first time in Atlanta, 25 years ago, She hecame a ho

usehold name in every Indo-American Community.

Jayanti Di was a remarkable woman. She could make friends with a complete stranger. After conversing with a
person in the morming she never met before, she could get invited for dinner in the evening.

Jayanti Di was the very essence of com
accomplishment knows no bounds.
Professionally she was a renowned
professor.

passion, of duty, of style and of accomplishment. Jayanti Di's

physicist. She was an accomplished educator and a highly acclaimed

Jayanti was a Globetrotter. She traveled to all the five continents of earth.

Her contribution to the Indian community in Atlanta glorified our heritage and we shall be proud of it .We hardly can
appreciate what she stood for, her gigantic personality, accomplishments and compassion.

She was the life of all the get-togethers and

parties. At one moment she could preach spirituality, at the next
moment she could talk about the Braves.

Jayanti Di was always eager to take charge and never failed to deliver.
Jayanti Di's joy for life transmitted wherever she went. Her boundless energy could hardly be contained.

Jayanti Di never failed to appreciate any good gesture and any accomplishment.

We all shall miss Jayanti Di.
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Good News!!!
Now OPEN OUR NEWEST BRANCH at Alpharetta:

Sri Krishna Villas (iocation of formerly Ruchi cuisine)

Discover the mouth-watering taste of deliscious Veg and Non-Veg Indian Food.

10875 Jones Bridge Road, Alpharetta GA - 300022
Phone: 770-475-9195

SRI KRISHNA VILAS

HOME STYLE SOUTH INDIAN FAST FOOD

(™ 85675 JIMMY CARTER BLVD STE. #765
B¢ | NORCROSS GA 30071

g) M PHONE : (770)447 - 0049 —
| S _,"l'!. LOCATED INSIDE GLOBAL MALL Closed Mondays o )
Tuesday-Thursday 11 30am-9pm '@L e
A1

Friday & Saturday 11:30am-10pin
Sunday 12pm-8pm

WE CATER FOR ALL OCCASSIONS

r e .
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The Thief

(4 story from Molla Nasiruddin)

Once upon a time long long ago lived a powerful King in a far away land. He had a very clever minister whose
name was Nasiruddin. One day the King lost a very precious diamond ring. He asked his minister to immediately
find the thief.

Nasiruddin gathered all the servants of the palace in the palace hall. Then he took the empty ring box and put it to
his ear and seemed to be listening to something. Everybody watched intently as he sat quietly holding the box to
his ear. But as time passed by the King got very impatient.

“What are you doing? he asked Nassiruddin, “I am losing my patience watching you sit like that for ages. Please do
something instead of just sitting”.

Nasiruddin answered, “O King, | am listening to this box.”

“You mean to say that the box is talking to you?!” said the King most disbelievingly. “So what is the box saying to
you my dear Man?”

“The box is saying,” said Nasiruddin “that the person who has a dry leaf stuck to his hair is the one who stole the
ring.”

Immediately one servant standing amongst the gathered people put his hand to his head. And nobody had a doubt
as to who the thief was.

The King was indeed very pleased with his clever minister and handsomely rewarded him.

MOM

Suporna Chaudhuri (Age: 8)

Who do you think is best in your parents? Mom or Dad ?
| think it's mom, because she makes you happy when you
are sad and helps you start being good , when you are bad.
She is the one | love most of all whether she is short or tall
skinny or fat. I love her the most | can assure you that.
A mother herself is an angel from above and NOBODY can
measure the size of her love. She takes us on the path of
righteousness and if someone asks you “Who do you think
is the best?” There should be just one answer for your guess
“My mother.” You must quickly realize that there is no other
then your very own mother. If you say something bad about her
you will feel your heart exploding like a bomb but just
remember.........
Anywhere is home if you are with your mom .
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The Geese and The Tortoise ACROSS

3. This puja celebration is observed with fireworks
A Tale from Panchatantra 8.  Season of puja
?0 ghis is the drum that is played during Puja
- Sisters wish their brothers long life and prosperity on this o i
cc
11. Observed about one week before Durga Puja ==

rossword Puzz|e

Once upon a time there lived a pair of geese and a tortoise all three of whom were great friends. One day
they faced a huge drought and the lake in which they lived was drying up. They decided to leave the lake and
look for a new lake. But the tortoise could not fly. So the geese thought of a plan, where by the tortoise would DOWN

have to hold a piece of stick by its mouth, which would be carried by the two geese. The only condition was 1. Many fly kit this Pui

that the tortoise should not speak or it will fall from the stick to death. The tortoise agreed to be silent. Exchﬁni,e oisgfgetirgs :ﬁe?aF’{zja celebration

Ma Durga comes to visit us from this place
Name of the demon in the guise of a buffalo
Short prayer followed by offering of flowers
Husband of godess of wealth

Husband of Durga

As they flew past villages, town and cities, on seeing this strange arrangement, people on the way started
laughing at the tortoise. Unable to control his anxiety, he spoke out "What are they laughing about?" and so
fell to his death. If he had kept quiet he could have saved his own life.
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Sampriti De .:

Unscramble each of the clue words. Take the leftters th t
. ers i
final message. at appear in k._boxes and unscramble them for the

o O
¢ TAKKIR r [
DRI DR HENSAS [ | |
P ABALOUK [ ]
f : MILKAS [T ] |
Al ﬁ ‘4 ﬁlﬂ / TAASIWARS & [T 11
7 x HEADVAM || | LT |
S CE) CT T T |
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Sudeshna Datta, Age 9 Chirasree Mandal, Age 3

Fujari Annual Durga Fuja 2004 64 Fujari Annual Durga Fuja 2004 65




Use
Promotion Code:
‘PUJARP
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***  achieve Higher Math Test Scores and Grades
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Niagara Falls
By Sampriti De

A sparkling oasis
With a cooal, misty breeze,
A magical atmosphere
Like a world of fairies

A basin of blue
With an emerald tint
Windy, yet refreshing

And a crystallized glint

A brumous mirage,

As soft as a feather,

Lush surroundings
With a touch of heather

Soothing, rushing water
Tumbling from the falls,
A remarkable sight,
An inspiration to all

e B Lo e T8 matls < T

Palajusina Again With Dingo

Moyna Ghosh (Age 8)

Palajusina was just about to leave for space again for Dingo’s birthday. Dingo was turning 105 years old this
time. Dingo’s birthday was in the moon at Minimum Snoozes.
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‘ Across

1 A very big and busy railway station in Bengal
2 Popular hill town resort of Bengal

3 Major Metropolitan city of Bengal

4 Name of a large river in Bengal

5 Favourite sweet of Bengalis

Down

1 Favourite fish of Bengalis

2 Popular sea beach in Bengal

3 Hand drawn vehicle popular in the capital city of Bengal
4 Maa Durga's "Bahon" (pet)

5 A major port of Bengal
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Indian-Americans: Our Dual Culture Brings Our Community’s Success

Kunal Mitra, Atlanta

“As human beings, our greatness lies not so much in being able to remake the world . . . as in being able
to remake ourselves.” — Mahatma Gandhi

Gandhi’s words echo true for people of Indian descent today, as they have for so many Indians in the
past. If you take a look at the difference between Indian-Americans several decades ago and our
growing community today, you would be able to see that we've done very well only because we could
embrace the challenge that Gandhi brought to our attention with his insightful words. Indian-Americans,
including Bengalis, have been able to adapt to our situations, mixing our rich values and cultural history
with aspects of American lifestyles and society, with very positive results. We have not all been
successful in making this smooth transition: some of us have forgotten our roots completely; others have
wrapped ourselves in old traditions and refused to adapt at all. But from what I've seen, the ones of us
that have made it the furthest and continue to defy expectations from other ethnic groups are the ones
that have stayed in touch with our rich Indian cultural heritage and community while combining them with
the most positive and enriching parts of the Western world in which we live.

Take a look at Indian-Americans in the media, for example.

A while ago, you could look through the credits of any movie or television show and never hope to find an
Indian name scrolling across the screen. But nowadays, we're all over the place. Manoj Night
Shyamalan’s movies are eagerly awaited whenever they’re on their way to the box office. “Paging Dr.
Gupta” is a well-known CNN news segment with all the latest in health news. Indian-Americans have
made it into movies like “Matrix: Revolutions” and “Bend It Like Beckham,” and even traditional Hindi
movies from Bollywood have made it into the top twenty movie list in the U.S.!

| think that the most successful of these cases have been ones in which Indian culture, while not
forgotten or diminished, melded with new themes and Western ideas to create something new and
interesting to the public.

M. Night's movies have followed the inspiration of Steven Spielberg and Alfred Hitchcock, two famous
directors in American filmmaking, the latter a force in American cinema since the 1920’s (though,
ironically, Hitchcock, originally a British citizen, was born outside the U.S. — just like Shyamalan). But
while adapting this style of moviemaking to his ideas and storylines and choosing a career in Hollywood
rather than the traditional path of doctor-hood followed by his family, Night continues to live his own life
steeped in Indian traditions and meaning and, in fact, made his first lesser known film based on his
experiences upon returning to India. Dr. Sanjay Gupta maintains his connection to the Indian-American
community — speaking to various Indian-interest groups and college organizations — while successfully
presenting his medical news in mainstream media. He is unique in that he managed to carve out a new
role for doctors in the news, creating a very well-known part of CNN’s programming and providing an
inspiration to other Indian-Americans with similar interests. Indian-Americans in movies also have begun
to present our traditions to Western society, showing that we can work and play with the best of them
while maintaining our own strong cultural identities.
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Speaking of play, sports also demonstrate new ways in which the traditional Indian dedication to athletics
— at least the dedication | have seen in Bengalis, and definitely my own family — that has traditionally
been applied to soccer, cricket, and field hockey. Men and women of South Asian descent are
succeeding in different sports, from national championships to the Olympics. Vijay Singh — of Indian
descent through Trinidad and Tobago — has distinguished himself in golf, becoming a name among the
greats in various competitions, while attempting to stay connected to India through helping out golf clubs
and players from the country. Mohini Bhardwaj, Indian-American through her father’s side, was seen
making the second-highest scores on the vault and the bars in Olympic gymnastics as their team
captain. Monal Choksi dominated NCAA track competitions around the turn of the century. Each of
these individuals applied their traditional approach to sports to a new activity, thereby becoming one of
the most successful athletes in their fields.

You can find another example of our community’s success in politics. Although for several years,
involvement in politics seems to have been dormant or non-existent in our community, Dalip Singh
Saund proved our ability to get involved directly in the process by becoming the first ever Indian-
American to become a U.S. Congressman in the House of Representatives in 1957. Since then, despite
a period of lesser involvement, Indian-Americans have realized the importance of political action,
adapting our traditional culture and the sense of enterprise which brought first-generation immigrants to
the US to the new mechanisms of American politics. Individuals such as Satveer Chaudhary, the first
Indian-American to be elected to a state senate, and Bobby Jindal, the former gubernatorial candidate
turned Congressional candidate for Louisiana — practically having secured the seat even prior to the
election this fall — show that we have begun to enter politics through elected positions. There are many
groups, such as the Indian American Center for Political Awareness in DC and the Indo American Forum
for Political Education in Georgia, that show interest for politics at the grassroots level, and organizations
like these have made an impact on Congress, state government, and the community’s youth already.
The political involvement of these individuals and groups demonstrate a departure from the political
apathy of the past — the kind of apathy that left Indian interests unheard in Congress — and we as a
community have realized that to strengthen our culture and traditions, we must enter into a new arena of
US politics and become active to protect our heritage in new ways.

And of course, countless other success stories exist, in technology, in science, in the arts . . . practically
everywhere you look, Indian-Americans are accomplishing amazing things in fields and disciplines we
weren’t even pursuing a few decades ago.

The most important thing that | have seen in all my experiences with Indian-Americans — whether they've
been my age, younger or older, students or professionals, kids or parents — is that the ones who
successfully maintain the positive aspects of our traditions and culture while adapting them to work in
American society meet with the most success, regardless of what they do. One cannot lock out Western
civilization — even in India — and hope to be successful or well-received in society. At the same time,
losing one’s roots in India leads to a loss of a large part of your identity; if you choose to leave behind
your heritage, you may just find yourself missing out on some of the strongest values and most powerful
connections to people with similar interests that you will ever find in the world. Maintain your cultural
connection as an Indian, but adapt it to your life as an American, and there’s no telling how many
boundaries you’ll break and how much success you will meet with.

| f Anjali
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Key to the Best Mortgage: Credit Scores

Credit score can make all the difference when you're shopping for the lowest mortgage
interest rate for your dream home

Say you want to buy a house. Before you start dreaming about best locations and chatting with real
estate agents, do yourself a huge favor: Make a favor for your self-check your credit scores. Over the last

several years, credit scores have been refined to the point where they are now one of the most important
factors for lenders for their decision makings.

Your credit score, or FICO score, is a rating created by Fair Isaac to boil down all of the information in
your credit report to three digits, ranging from 300 to 850, that tells lenders how likely you are to pay back
your loan or how risky you are as borrower. Although lenders interpret credit scores differently, they
usually reserve the best interest rates for borrowers with solid credit, or scores of about 700 or higher.

Borrowers with scores in the low 600s, on the other hand, are considered risky investments and warrant
higher rates.

In fact, recently a borrower with a score of 720 to 850 would pay 6.21 percent for a 30-year mortgage,

while someone with a score of 620 to 674 would pay 8.02 percent, according to MyFICO.com, a division
of Fair Isaac (May 28, 2004).

Interest Credit Scores VS Interest Rates

Rates
10.00% 5_5.3.%_329_%_

8.02%
8.00% 8.87% —
6.21 % 6.33%

6.00% 4—

4.00% 41—

2.00% +4— ———

0.00%

720-850 700-719 675-699 620-674 560-619 500-559

Credit Scores

On a $200,000 mortgage, you pay about $1466 when your FICO score is 620-674 instead of $1231
when your score is in between 720-850-that's the difference of $235 a month in 30 years mortgage
payments and about $83,000 in interest over the life of the loan.

What's in a score?
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Any time you take out credit, your information — including whether you pay your bills on time and how
close you are to your credit limit, how many accounts are open — is reported to the three major credit
bureaus, Equifax, Experian and TransUnion. As long as you've had one line of credit open for at least six
months you probably have a credit score.

Under the Fair Credit Reporting Act, you can request a free copy of your credit report from all three of
credit bureaus if you've been denied credit. But, if you want to see your credit score, you'll have to pay. In
fact, because each of the three credit bureaus maintains an individual report for you, you actually have
three scores.

You can access credit scores from all three bureaus at myFICO.com, which is run by Fair Isaac for a
payment. You'll get an explanation of how your score is likely to affect your credit, information about what
is helping and hurting your score and a snapshot of your credit history. The scores should be pretty
close, but there can be discrepancies as per Fair Isaac. Those discrepancies are likely to be the result of
errors in your credit report. Some errors are obvious -- such as an account that doesn't belong to you --
while others are less easy to pick out. For example, if the credit limit on your home equity line shows up
as being smaller than it actually is you may be penalized for being too close to your limit.

To correct an error, contact the creditor directly and request that it update all three credit agencies and
send you a copy of the correspondence for your records. Keep in mind, though, that it may take quite a
while for these corrections to be reflected in your score.

If you don't have immediate plans to buy a home, you may be able to further improve your score by
consolidating accounts or transferring balances. For example, if you have several department store credit
cards near their max, you might benefit by moving all three balances to a low-interest credit card with a
higher limit.

But if you're applying for a loan in the short term it's probably not a good idea to open, close or
consolidate accounts. This could shorten your credit score or make it appear that you are near your
credit limits. There are times when it makes sense to close inactive accounts and transfer balances for
the lowest rate, but be careful about making big changes before you apply for a mortgage or other loans.
Shuffling your debt could actually lower your credit score.

"There is no magic bullet" to improve your credit scores. In any case, the biggest improvement to your
score will come with time and responsible credit management, and is not to seek a lot of credit. The most
important thing you can do is simply pay your bills on time and aggressively pay down your consumer
debt.

Gouranga Banik is a Professional Consultant for Real Estate Mortgage and Investment. He is with HomeStart
Financials & Mortgage and can be reached at 678-766-8000 or via e-mail gbanik@bellsouth.net

Fujari Annual Durga Fuja 2004 78

% Aniali
-

WWw.plijari.org

VAR SToR 22w Taee) |

e o WS

o T WITN TGN T Wi, 73, Proetl, e A, N2,
IR, AW, FL, JOo¥, SO @ 717 (2B WIg|

o (MU (TN K & 0% RIS (FIFHIT |

o INIF TS Tt 7, P, '@ JATaIv AW,

° I IR, Wbe-fEfoe FG, & & o)

We have a large inventory of Fishes, Poultry, Meat,
Vegetables, Asian Spices, Snacks, books, cassettes
and other household products at unbeatable price.

Sale: 20% Discount on all phone cards

WE DO VIDEO CONVERSION PAL <---> NTSC

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

BISMILLIAH SUPER MARKET

4022 BUFORD HWY, ATLANTA, GA 30345
PH: (404) 320-9188  FAX: (404) 235-5912
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Diabetes

Dr. Tarun Ghosh

In the United States an estimated 24 percent of adults have the so-called metabolic syndrome, which
increases the risk for diabetes and heart disease while in the UK there are an estimated one million or
more people with diabetes. The problem is that people with diabetes have a higher risk of heart attacks
and strokes than the general population, and most of their deaths are due to cardiovascular disease
straining health systems. Bengalis are among the ethnic groups that carry a higher risk of Type Il
diabetes. Therefore, this article should be of particular interest to Pujari members.

Basics of Diabetes

Diabetes is a chronic disease in which the body does not make enough insulin or the body cells have
trouble using Insulin.

Insulin is a hormone made in the Pancreas that helps the body use glucose for energy and keeps the
blood sugar in the normal range of 60mg/dl to 110mg/dl for persons without diabetes.

There are four main types of diabetes mellitus:

» Type |, also known as insulin dependent diabetes mellitus, IDDM, or juvenile-onset diabetes mellitus.
People with this type of diabetes mellitus make little or no insulin in their body, and need regular
insulin injections to manage the problem.

e Type Il, also known as non-insulin dependent diabetes mellitus, NIDDM, or adult-onset diabetes
mellitus. This is the most common form of diabetes mellitus, and is strongly associated with obesity.
In this, the body produces normal or even high levels of insulin, but certain factors make its utilization
ineffective. Obesity is one factor that disables the efficient use of insulin.

e Gestational diabetes mellitus, or pregnancy-induced DM.

» Secondary diabetes mellitus, caused due to drugs or other medical conditions.

Symptoms

The symptoms of diabetes also depend on the type of diabetes mellitus and also how long the problem

has been untreated. The signs and symptoms are also related to the blood sugar levels. These include:
e Increased thirst and hunger '

Frequent urination and increased amounts of urine excreted
Weight loss, Fatigue, Nausea and vomiting, Blurred vision

Skin infections, especially fungal or more serious bacterial infections
Urinary infections

Coma, which only happens if the diabetes is out of control

Since Type Il diabetes is common among Bengalis, we will focus for a second on this specific type of the
disease. In the early stages, Type Il diabetes often has no symptoms. When symptoms do occur, they
may come on gradually and be very subtle. They include feeling tired, dry, itchy skin, numbness or
tingling in hands or feet, frequent infections, increased urination, blurred vision, problems with sexual
function, slow healing of cuts or sores, increased hunger or thirst.
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Festive Greetings!!!
Happy Durgapuja, Diwali and Laxmipuja

Filmfare

“The Ultimate Source for Music, Movies, and Groceries”

DVD. Video Sales & Rentals, Compact Disc. Audio Cassettes. Video
Conversions

Please visit us for all latest Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Telegu, Mlayalam &
Kannada Movies.

Filmfare

www.filmfareatlanta.com

10684 Alpharetta Hwy. Suite 700 and 800.
Roswell, GA 30075

(770) 552-2999
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Causes of Diabetes

The exact cause of diabetes is unknown. The causes may vary depending upon the type of diabetes
mellitus and can be listed as:

» Genetic: this plays a part in all types of DM

e Obesity (people who are over 40 and/or overweight): this is the most common cause of type Il or
NIDDM

Autoimmune disorders, may cause Type | DM
Pregnancy, which can cause gestational DM
Family history of diabetes

Medications, such as prednisone, thiazide diuretics, or oral contraceptives, which may cause
secondary DM

e Other hormone imbalances, such as high adrenal hormone levels in Cushing’s syndrome, which may
cause secondary DM

* Race, as type Il is more common in Bengalis and Punjabis
e Sedentary lifestyle and unhealthy dietary patterns

e e @ @

Diagnosis
Diabetes mellitus is diagnosed based on a high level of glucose or sugar in the blood. The doctor may

suspect diabetes mellitus after taking the medical history and doing a physical examination. There are
several blood sugar tests used for diagnosis, including:

Fasting plasma glucose test: In this test, a person is asked to fast overnight, at least 8 hours, and the
level of glucose in the blood is then checked. Normal fasting plasma glucose levels are less than 110
mg/dl. A fasting plasma glucose level of more than 126 mg/dl usually indicates diabetes mellitus.

Random blood sugar test or plasma glucose test: This can be done without fasting. A level of 200 mg/di
or higher generally indicates the presence of diabetes.

Oral glucose tolerance test: This is the preferred way to diagnose pregnancy-induced diabetes.

The American Diabetic Association recommends the following levels:

Test Level in Non-Diabetics
Blood sugar before meals Less than 110mg/dl
Blood sugar (1-2hrs after Less than 140mg/dI|
meals

Hb A1C Less than 6%

Goal for Diabetics
80-120mg/dl

Less than 6.5%

HbA1C shows your “average” blood sugar level over the previous 2-3 months. This test gives you an
overall picture of diabetes control.
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Treatment of Diabetes

Please remember you have the most important role in your own care irrespective of the type you
have. Your main goal of treating diabetes is to control your blood sugar level by keeping it as close to
normal as possible. The treatment also depends on the type of diabetes present.

Type | diabetes is generally treated by insulin injections which replace the insulin that is not produced
in the body.

Type Il diabetes mellitus or NIDDM, is initially treated with weight reduction, diet control and regular
exercises. VWhen these measures fail to control the blood sugar levels, oral medicines are used.
Please remember starting insulin does not mean that medications have failed. Insulin shots are not
painful.

Oral Medicines and Injections: Sulphonylureas are a group of drugs that stimulate the release of
insulin from the pancreas. Thiazolidenediones are another group of drugs that increase the insulin
efficiency and sensitivity. Precose or Acarbose delays the absorption of glucose by the intestines.
Metformin reduce production of glucose by the liver. In some cases, where oral drugs are insufficient,
insulin injections are added.

Exercise: It is an important component of diabetes therapy. Exercise utilizes blood sugar and makes
the body more sensitive to insulin.

Diet: The diabetic diet is designed to meet the nutritional requirements, to maintain normal blood

sugar levels and at the same time to help in weight reduction. It is also important to eat meals at
regular time intervals, especially if insulin is used.

CH?NESE KRAS0]

INDIAN STYLE CHINESE FOOD

We obfer the ultimale
funzl wxpoerienve ok
3 reasonable price,
over 100 items [ram

Halal Meal Cniy »
Fresh Vegstables -
Dina in or take ouf «
. Affordable price -
/. Everything made from scratch «

our lmga M.
Everything rade from
frush vage.tal}len and
mvaty for youar dinmg
enjoyment,

GLOBAL MALL - EQOD COURT
%675 Jimmy Carter Bivd, Suite 770
MNorerous GA 38021

Ph: 770<41L6-1997 @ Fax: 770-416-1998
o B Thurs: 12:00 pm < 48:08 pw
o FrlSof: 9200 pm - 1500 pm s OPENT DAYS .

OUR NEWFEST LOCATION
10684 Alphareta Highway
Roswell, GA 30076
Ph: 770-650-7963 » Fax: 770-650.7852

TheThis & Sun: 130 am « 10:00 pm
 Fba.Sgk 1930 2 - 1100 prm + GLOSED MONDAY
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Pujari Activities 2004 at a glance

The quintessence for this year is that Pujari has retained its charm and personal touch while growing by
leaps and bounds. The following are the highlights of 2004 activities by Pujari:

m A hugely successful New Years Eve Party at the Bombay Grill on December
31st, 2003, at an extremely economical price. Bombay Grill never witnessed
such a pompous celebration of New Year. Dancing and celebration lasted
past midnight, in accordance with the great spirit and youthfulness of Puijari
members.

m Saraswati Puja on January 24 at the ICRC Auditorium
drawing attention to Mohiner Ghoragulir gaan by Raja
Bannerjee, bhajan by Mohua, Basanta Panchami dance

and Rabindrik performance by

Bisakha Sen

m Joint Holi Celebration with IACA at ICRC, March 6

m A very successful Bengali new years, Baisakhi at State Bridge Crossing
Elementary School, April 17: highlighting humorous skit from the works of
legendary Bhanu Bandyopadhyay Koutook Naksa, professional vocal music
including Najrul Geeti By Pritam and Prithwiraj Bhattacharjee

m Memorial service for Dr. Jayanti Lahiri, May 16

m Pujari Annual Picnic, May 23, East Roswell Park accentuating effervescent
acﬂivities such as playing cricket and ladies’ three-legged race

m Pujari Cultural Evening, July 16; memorable rendition'-o_f
Rabindrasangeet by Roma Mondal, accompanied on the tabla by Biblab
Mondal

m Active participation at the Festival of India, 2004 at Gwinnett Civic Center

m Pujari South Asian Tennis Tournament, September 19 & 26, sponsored by
Comcast Cable, East Roswell Park

m Durgapuja 16™ And 17" October at IACA Smyrna

T hanks for your continuous support for Fujari. Flease l(ceP visiting us at www.Pujari.org.
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Tri-Star* Financial Services
Simplifying life. Creating wealth solutions.

Investment Opportunities for Investors.
Investments that yield significant profits,

We are seeking investors who are interested in profitable real estate investments yielding
a 15%+ return. Tri-Star* Financial Services utilizes investment capital to receive high
returns. Dependent upon the program, we may bring investors short-term cash returns
ranging from 10% to 15%+. We believe Real Estate is a very solid investment compared
to other instruments. These investments are intended to produce monthly cash flow at
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much higher than typical market returns.

- Program #1 (Credit Advantage Program)

This program enables investors who may lack sufficient funds to invest in
. real estate to leverage their high credit (FICO 660+) to establish a cash
flow producing investment.

Program #2 (Capital Note Program)
This program allows investors to leverage large amounts of capital to make above
average returns at 10 - 15% guaranteed and secured within less than 30 days.
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Program #3 (Equity Partner Program) II:

This is a joint-venture program between you the investor and the investment company. r

This program allows substantial cash on cash returns of 20% to 50%+ through creative r

real estate investing. r
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Program # | Program #2 Program #3
Cash Out Lay $600 $5k-$15k $5k

Risk Low Low Medium
Rate of Return 10% 12-15% 15% +
Term Long - Term 30 days 6-8 months

Tri-Star* Financial Services

Simplifying life. Creating wealth solutions.
Serving all 50 States
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r 478-929-2100 Office
1 478-929-2106 Fax
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tgadson@tristar.mgacoxmail.com

Account Manager: Tricia Gadson
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'UBHER IN TRUE PROSPERITY j/
FOR DIWALI THIS YEAR. 4

Malani Jewellers is all set to deck you up for Diwali.
With unique collections of jewellery In gold and
preclous stones. Exquisite omaments that will
herald good times for the whole year through.

Give the Goddess of wealth a glowing welcome.
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